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both the Works Department and the
Railway Department contc into contact
with the public, and, possibly, are blamed
for more small failures than any other
departments in the service. In mnatters
of small detail, complaints are frequently
made, and many infinitesimal complaints,
which might have been brought under
the notice of the Minister and dealt with
immediately, are brought up in Parlia-
ment. But when we look round and see
the numberless works which have been
carried out throughout the length and
breadth of the country, it may be perhaps
admitted that the Public Works Depart-
ment and the Railway Department deserve
a fneed of commendation rather than
words of condemnation.

Mn. WOOD (West Perth) moved that
the debate be adjourned until the next
sitting day.

MRs. LE&RnS Let the debate be finished.
MR. WOOD: That was all very well ;

but six or seven members had occupied
five hors, and it was not right that
the time of the House should be so
monopolised.

MR. MORAN (East Coolgardie): If
the legislative programnme as set forth in
the Governor's Speechhdt b are
out, it would be necessri o o.mm
bers to work, and it was desirable that
the present debate should be brought to a
conclusion. If more progress were not
made, there would be the usual conges-
tion of business at the end of the session.

Motion--that the debate be adjourned
-put and passed.

ADJOuRNxENT.
The House adjourned at 10833 pi..

Until the next Tuesday afternoon.

J.tgi5I attb t A~ssrnihg,
Tuesday, 11th July, 189YL

Papers Preseuted-Qnestion, Grazing Lands, Victoria
flistrictQuetiou: Mineral Leases, Nortisatpton
Thstric-Tn=c Bill, Dividend Duty Bill. Weights
and Measures Bill, Dog Act Amendmrent Bill, Rural
Land. Improvement Bill, Noidous Weed. Bill,
Panbrokers Bill, first readings-Return ordered
(Pederntion): Bonuses to Industries in Eastern
Colonies-Motion (urgency): Municipa Conference.
Railway Passes (out of order)-Adds in-Reply:
Sixth dy of Debate, oouclusion-Adjounuent.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 4830 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER OF MINES: Cor-

respondence as to public battery at Norse-
man, moved for by Mr. Gregory; these
papers containing all the information in
the possession of the Department relating
thereto.

By the PREmiER : Report of Lands
Titles Department. 1898.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION-GRAZING LANDS, VIC-
TORIA DISTRICT.

MR. MITCHELL asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lauds,-i, How many
applications were received by the Lands
Department for Grazing Lease 'ffls , Vic-
toria, District. 2, The respective dates
on which such applications were received,
and the names of the applicants. 3,
Whether notice of the ballot was sent to
each of the applicants. If not, why not?
4, Whether in granting the land to the
successful applicant the provisions of
Section 69 of the Land Act were com-
plied with.

Tnm COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANiDS (Hon. G. Throssell) replied:-
s, Five. 2, March 6th, 1890, Turner,
R. A. Mi.; March 7th, 1899, Murphy, P.;
March 8th, 1899, Clifford, M.; March
8th, 1899, Glacken, P. W.; March 8th,
1899, Davis, J. 3, NO; it was not
considered necessary. 4, NO.

QUESTION-MINERAL LEASES, NORTH-
AMPTON DISTRICT.

M. MITCHELL asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Leands,- i, How many
leases, other than for mining purposes,
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were applied for during the last financial
year, within the Northampton mineral
district. 2, Whether the land comprised
in such application was examined and
reported upon as to the existence or
otherwise of minerals. 3, If so, by
whom, and how qualified for such work ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF GROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) replied:--

INineteen leases were applied1 for.
2, The land within twelve of these leases
was inspected and reported upon as to the
existence of minerals; three were ap-
proved without inspection, after the
applications were heard in open Court,
under section 26 of the Mineral Lands
Act, and the other four are awaiting
inspection. 3, Ten of the leases were
inspected by Mr. G. A. Varley, as Mining
Registrar, and two by Mr. A. B. Fry, as
Inspector of Conditional Purchases.

TRUCK BILL.
Introduced by the PREMIER, and read

a first time.

DIVIDEND DUTY BILL.

Introduced by the PREMIER, and read
a first time.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL.

Introduced by the PREMIER, and read
a first tine.

DOG ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by the FREM IER, and read

a first time.

RURAL LANDS IMPROVEMENT BILL.
Introduced by the PREMIER, and read

a first time.

NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL.
Introduced by the COMMISSIONER OF

CROWN LANDS, and read a first time.

PAWNBROKERS BILL.
Introduced by the ATTORNEY GENERAL.

and read a first times.

RETURN (FEDERATION): BONUSES TO
INDUSTRIES IN EASTERN COLONIES.
MR. MORAN moved:
That there be laid upon the table of the

House a return showing, - i. The amcounts

and durations of any bonuses to industries
existent in the Eastern colonies; 2. those
granited before Jume, 1898, which will there-
fore be in existence under federation ; 3. those
granted since that date; 4. the total amounts
granted in thelpast for bonuses in the Eastern
colonies.
This return wits desired in connection
with the great question of federation, as
lie wanted to throw as much light as pos-
sible on the question of ititercolonial
trade and the development of industries.
The retumn would show what was being
done in the Eastern colonies to build up
industries, and it was only right that the
people in this colony should know what
was being done there. It would be prob-
ably found that in'some of the other colo-
nies bonuses were in existence, the Govern-
ments having taken advantage of the
clause in the Federal Bill, which states
that any bonus offered before July should
remain in force. We in this colony had
been sleeping, and if wve joined the federa-
tion we would not be able to offer a bonus
to any industry. This return might give a
great deal of work, to the statisticians, but
on a national question such as this the
Government officers ought to be at the
disposal of the House, to provide
information.

Question put and passed.

MOTION (URGENCY)-MUNICIPAL CON-
FERENCE, RAILWAY PASSES-

MR. VOSPER said he wished to move
the adjournment of the House on a
matter of urgency. The only reason he
had for so doing was that to-night this
matter must be decided, as otherwise one
of the most promising institutions of the
colony was likely to become a fiasco for
this year-he alluded to the Municipal
Conference which was to be held at
Kanowna. He understood the Railway
Department, for the first time, did not
intend to grant free passes to delegates
attending the Conference; and while he
did not censure the departmnent, lie
would like information fromt the Comn-
missioner of Railways why this new
move had been made. The delegates
to the Municipal Conference had been
engaged for some time in framing
a new Municipal Institutions Bill,
which would ultimately save this House
a, great deal of bother and trouble
if the deliberations were allowed to
go on unchecked; but if the delibera-
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tions of the Conference were not allowed
to go on, we would have a large number
of suggestions sent to uts by municipal
bodies in various parts of the coun try,
If these independent suggestions were sent
here, the legislation wouild not be satis-
factory to this House or the couintry.
Unless the same privileges were granted
to delegates as had teen granted int the
past, a number of the delegates would
not attend the Conference.

THE PREntIER: Why was that ?
Ma., VOSPER: The delegates could

not afford the expense.
Tun OOMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:

The hon. nember would get the infor-
mation he required.

Mt VOSPER:. The object he had fin
moving the adjournment of the House
was to obtain some explanation from the
Commissioner of Railwaiys. The dele-
gates should be allowed the same privi-
leges as they had hitherto enjoyed.

THE Y DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I should
like to draw the hon. memiber's attention
to Standing Order 47, which says-

A motion that the House do now adjotun,
for the purpose of debating some matter of
urgency, can only be muade after Petitions
have been presented and Notices of Questions
said Motions given, and before the business of
the day isi proceeded with.
Therefore it is not competent for the
hion. member to move the motion at this
stage.

Mni. Vospsa: I understood the busi-
ness of the day had not been proceeded
with.

TniE DEPUTY SPEA KER: We have
proceeded with the business of the day.

A DDRFESS-IN-REPLY.
SIXTH DAY OF DERATER-COMCLUSION.

Debate resumed on the motion for
adoption of Address-in-Reply to the
Governor's opening Speech.

Mn. WOOD (West Perth): Allow me
first of ail, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to con-
gratulate you upon your occupancy of
the chair. I am sure you deserve the
honour which has been conferred upon
you by the House; and I am quite sure
you will not only carry out your duty with
credit to yourself, but with great satis-
faction to the members assembled here.
I do not know that I amn called upon to
explain why I moved the adjournment of
the debate on Thursday night; but I will

make a remark or two on that point. be-
cause my action caused such a chorus of
dissent, principally from those members
who had aready spoken, and had occu-
pied the time of the House respectively
from twenty minutes to one hour and a
half; I am sure members generally will
agree with me and with those sitting on
thisi (the Government) side of the House,
that we had sat here for over five hours
on Thursday night and were simply worn
out and tired by the trivial and paltry
manner in which hon. members had ad-
d-ressed themselves to the various sub-
jects in their speeches. One member who
spoke for an hour and a half I could not
help laughing at, because one of his col-
leagues exclaimed, "1The Lamentations of
Jeremiah 1" If a member on the other
(Opposition) side of the House thinks
that of one of his colleagues, what should
w Ae think of him?

MR. Vosu: Bitt Jeremiah was not a
bad old sort, you know.

MRt. WOOD: No; but you held uip
your hand in such a, style and said, " The
Lamentations of Jeremiah !" Almost the
only reason I had for moving the
adjournment of the House was to protest
against the time that had been occupied
b by three or four members on Thursday
evening. I think it is not only the right
but the duty of every member to speak
on the Address-ini-Reply. Not a single
city member had spoken last Thursday

ni'ght, and it was not right to call on us
to wnd up the debate when the Premier

would have had to Start his speech in
reply at about a quarter to eleven o'clock.
I think I have said as much as is
necessary on that point. The member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) re-
marked that I was interfering with the
business of the session. If any one had

Ilooked at the Notice Paper, he would
have seen that all the business set down
for to-day was a few first readings, and
we should have finished the sitting
before the tea adjournment took place.
Therefore I do not think I can
be accused of wasting the time of
the House or of interfering with
the business of the session. As
regards the Speech itself, I heartily con-
gratulate the Premier on the moderate
tone the debate has assumed from its
very commencement, but I must admit
that a great deal of the "1stuffing" has
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been knocked out of the debate by the
discussion of the frivolous amendment I
submitted by the leader of the Opposition,
and which occupied this House the whole
of one af ternoon and evening.

MR. MORAN: It knocked the stuffing
out of the Opposition.

Mx. WOOD: Yes. The Governmet-
and when I speak of the Government I
mean the country-are to be congratu-
lated on the recovery of the finances. I
do not say the finances at the present
time are all we desire, but still they are
showing a recovery.

MR. VespER: A bad hlead too.
MR. WOOD: That is all right. At

all events they are recovering, and that is
more than I can say about many private
individuals who embarked on the same
sort of policy as the Government did a
few years ago. At all events the finances of
the country are in a fair way to get round.
We have heard so of ten that we are living
within our income.

MR. LIwawozRT1: Do you believe
it ?

MR. WOOD: Yes, I believe anything
the Premier tells me because I have
proved the Premier too often. The Speech
includes a great variety of subjects.

MR. Vospza: Like a directory.
MR. WOOD: And travels from Wynd-

hame to Eucla, which was a fond expression
in the old days, the saine as saying from
the North to the South Pole. Paragraph
2 of the Speech is about the most interest-
ing and important part of it, as it refers to
the question of federation. I think we
who have really the interests of the
country at heart, and those who have
lived in this country for at number of
years must be glad of the great change
which has taken place in regard to this
subject, both inside and outside of the
House. The Federal Party have begun
to reconsider their former statements, and
after a fair amiount of time we shall get
them to some sort of meason. I must con-
gratulate the member for North-East
Coolgarilie (Mr. Vesper-) upon tie firm
stand which he took at Kanownia the
other night. We did not know what he
was going to do, nor whether he was
going to trim; but lie did not trim like
another gentleman who is now seeking re-
election. The member for North-East
Coolgar-die went straight to the point, and
for his straightforwardness he had a great

reception and a unanimous vote in his
favour. I think hie spoke about as straight
as anyone since the federal movement
started here. I do not want to say there
has keen any climbing down, but I may
say those hon. members and gentlemen
who have been fighting for the acceptance
of the Commonwealth Bill, rightly or

wrongly, are comning round now to
reason. I do not want to accuse any-
one of climbing down: it is a nasty
expression, and one which should not
be applied to members of this Rouse.
I am glad to see these hon. members are
coming round to reason. We have heard
a great deal about sending the Bill to
the people; and the Bill must be sub-
mnitted. to the electors, because no power
on earth can keep it from the popular
vote. The only question is as to when
the question should be submitted to the
people, and, in any case, the delay can
only be five or six moniths from now. A
reasonable time is required to enable the
people of this country to thoroughly
understand the Bill, and then I, for one,
will supportthe submission of the question
to the electors. The Federation Bill is
so full of complex questions, that I defy
any mran to get up and in a short address
explain the measure. Every day we meet
first one man and then another who finds
some features of the measure adverse to
the interests of Western Australia; and
the question must be thoroughly con-
sidered and investigated before it is sent
to the country. I amn glad to know the
Premier is taking steps to supply a full
explanation of the Bill, for enabling the
people to discuss every point; and I feel
certain that, when every point for and
against the interests of Western Australia
has been considered, the conmon sense
of the people will prevail, and there will
not be the hurry that has latterly been
displayed. Many' people in regard to
this Bill, like other persons who want to
attack the Scriptures, try to capsize the
whole fabric by pointing out one or twvo
little words in a particular clause or
chapter. I do not look at the Bill from
anyv little particular point of view, but
front the broad standpoint as to how
it wvill affect this colony. I do not pose
as a financial man or a democrat.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: What are you?
MR. WOOD: I do not pose as a

democrat, but I am as great a democrat
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as any member in the House. My belief
is that, so long as a man is honest and
straightforward, and does the best he can
for his country, there is no difference
between him and the highest in the land.
The point of view from which I regard
the federation question is as to how the
proposed union would affect the infant
industries of this colony; and that is a
point of view from which the question
can be regarded by any person with, corn
mon sense and ordinary ability. .1 do not
go into figures or deal with finance, but
merely consider how federation will affect
this colony as a whole; and I have no
hesitation in saying that, if we adopt the
Bill at the present time, the whole of our
industries will" go by the board." We
have only lately, without bonuses or any-
thing of the kind, made endeavours to
supply our own wants. A country to
prosper must be self-contained, and must
produce nearl 'y everything required by its
inhabitants; and this country 'must be
brought not only to the stage of supplying
all local demands, hut also be placed in
the position of being able to export. Take,
for instance, the agricultural industry,
about which people in a light-hearted
sort of way ask how it will be affected by
federation, pointing out that production
is fast coming tip to the demand. I
admit that production is coming up to
the demands of 170,000 people, but is
the production coming up to the demands
Of a population of 350,000? This couin-

try ought to be able to produce supplies
sufficient for the latter population, be-
cause with less than 300,000 or 360,000
people, the country will be worth very
little, owing to the fact that producers
wilhaen proper market. The pro-
duction necessary for 170,000 people is
scarcely worth thinking about, and our
aim must be to get a big settled popula-
tion in the country and then work uip, not
only our agricultural, but also our manu-
facturing industries. Is it likely that we
should be able to do this with inter-
colonial free-trade, under which our
infant industries must be stifled? It
cannot be expected that with intercolonial
free-trade such engineers as Fowler,
Hoskins, or Mephan Ferguson would
remain here a day after their contracts
were completed, because they have their
great works in the various other colonies,
from which they could ship to Western

Australia with only the cost of freight to
meet.

MR. ILLINGWORTM: What is to pre-
vent their doing that now?

MR. WOOD: The customs duties, to
a certain extent. Federation means cem-
tralisation in Victoria and New South
Wales, and I again say that I only look
at this question from a West Australian
point of view. There is no good in
allowing ourselves to be lifted into the
clouds, like the member for East Perth
(Mr. James) and Mr. Matheson, M.LC.,
both of *~hom would, no doubt, like to
go to Rottnest, blow their federation
trumpets, and come back again. This
question must be looked at from a West
Australian point of view, or God help
the country!

MRt. ILLINGORTHn God will help the
country anyhow.

MR. WOOD: I dare say He will, if you
ask Him. 'Under federation there will be
immense protection against the outside
world. I forget exactly what the Vic-
torian tariff is, but I believe the federal
tariff is to be about the same; and, taking
the machinery industry as an example.
federation would mean the removal of all
the foundries from this colony to Victoria
or New South Wales, which would become
the distributing centres. Is it likely that
machinery. which came in from the other
colonies would be any cheaper here? A
federal duty on machinery of 2-5 per cent.
would protect Victoria, New South Wales,
and South Australia, but the people of
Western Australia would have to pay as
much as ever for their machinery. It is
on this point I think the men on the
goldfields have made a very great mistake.
They want to rush into this federation,
whereas they will find that with a uni-
form tariff machinery will cost more than
it does Under our present system.

MR. GREGoRY: Whiy were industries
not fostered here in the past?

MRi. WOOD: It is only since we got
responsible government that we have been
able to start industries; and it would
astonish mhny hon. members if they went
around Perth and realised how many
boot and clothing factories and similar
enterprises have been established. I
have made it my business to look into
this subject, and I say that hundreds and
hundreds of men are employ' ed in those
infant trades, at fairly good wages. But
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if those industries are stifled,' all themen now employed will go to the other
colonies, and then what will become of the
great Trades and Labour Councile And
what will be the position of owners of
property and land agents ?

MR. A. FORREST: We might all have
to leave the colony.

MR. WOOD: You and I are too old
to go somewhere else and start afresh.

MR. A. FORREST: Speak for yourself.
MRt. WOOD: I am quite willing to

admit that I am not young enough to go
and start a new business in a fresh
country, and J contend that we must, as
far as we can, conserve the interests of
Western Australia, and, when the time
is opportune, join federation. That is
a I intend to say on this question, and
I hope I have not been tedious. One
matter I forgot to mention at the open-
ing of my address was that, If hon.
members who were so indignant at my
moving the adjournment of the debate
on Thursday last, do not want to listen
to me, they will find refreshments out-
side provided at liy expense. In the
Speech there are not very many other
subjects in which I feel greatly in-
terested, but, of course, I naturally have
an interest in the gold industry. All
who are connected with this colony
must be very glad indeed -to see so
great an output of g-Old, because we
know that to a great extent the
country depends on the gold returns.
Still, I do not want that to be the only
industry in this colony. With respect to
the Coolgardie Exhibition, I think if we
lose a few thousands in connection wvith
it, the project will nevertheless pay in-
directly. There is no question about that.
It was a splendid exhibition, not only of
machinery, but, best of all, of the natural
products of this country; and it must have
enlightened many people in regard to the
productiveness of our agricultural lands.
With respect to the gold exhibits, in
commnon with everybody else, I was cer-
tainly amazed to see the splendid display
of the precious inetal. Such a magnifi-
cent output is bound in time to bring
us round to a state of prosperity. The
Treasurer will now, I think, take heart
of grace, for very soon the attraction of
our enormous gold production will fill his
chest, if not to overflowing, at least to an
extent adequate to the carrying on of the

various wrks of the colony. Hon. mem-
bers-espe cially those who were in this
House in the year 1894 or in 1895-must
be very glad to see the success which has
so far attended the Collie coalfields. I
am happy to say that I advocated the
development of those fields from the
beginning. I did not know much about
them, but there were men in the House
who thoroughly understood the subject.
The Premier, as I said before, knew all
about it, and that was enough for me.
[MR. ILLINGWORTH: Quite so.] Make
no mistake about that; I knew it was
all right. And what has been the re-
suiltP Why, that the only mine that
was taken up and worked by the
Government is the only mine that is
flourishing at the present moment. It
is now, of course, the property of a pri-
vate comipany, and I sincerely hope that
the managing director, who is temporarily
disabled by sickness, will soon be about
again, directing that important concern,
which I should say is going- to be a very
large company. I do not know much
about the difference in value betw~en the
different kinds of coal. To-day I saw a
report by Admiral Pearson on the result
of the trial of the Collie coal on his ship,
the " Royal Arthur." It appears to ine
that report is not quite so good as those
received from some of the intercolonial
boats; still, I suppose the circumstances
were different. If we bad dinner on
board at man-of-war, we should eat it in
different circumstances from those we
should find on an intercolonial steamer;
and so with the coal. These men-of-
warsmein are too particular altogether,
and too fastidious. However, we may con-
gratulate ourselves upon one thing: that,
if it is not a good coal for steaming pur-
poses, it is a splendid fuel for stationary
machinery; and, even as regards marine
work, I suppose that all the "Royal
Arthur's " stokers would have had to do,
in order to get the best results, would
have been to have opened their fire-bars.
Had they dlone that, the result would
doubtless have been perfectly satisfactory.
I am glad to note that the developments
during the last few days at the Mundaring
damn seem to have allayed all fears with
regard to the solidity of the foundation,
and that we are in a fair way to proceed
uninterruptedly with that very important
work, the Coolgardie Water Scheme.
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Paragraph 10 of the Speech states
that the whole of the railway lines
authorised by Parliament have been
completed. I congratulate the Railway
Department upon their success in
carrying out those works, which, to my
mind, are amongst the best-laid lines in
Australia; and the working of the lines,
as regards the traffic, is most satisfactory.
There is no question about the efficiency
of the service. We never have a late
train; we start to the second; and what
more can people desire? I have heard a
great deal about the extravagance of the
outlay upon these Lines. Well, I have
never travelled as far ats Menzies. The
Menzies and the Bridgetown lines seem
to be the two concerning which people
especially complain. Much has been
said about the extravagance exhibited in
the erection of buildings for the em-
ployees on the Menzies line. All I can
say is that, if the buildings are no better
than those to be found on the line from
Perth to Coolgardie, the Government
have not gone very far wrong. Because,
to put a man-a fellow being-into a
less comfortable house than one of those
stone houses which I have seen, would be
an act of gross and inhuman cruelty.

MR. GREGoRY: What about the ac-
commodation provided for registrars on
the goldfields?

MR. WOOD: Never mind about the
registrars: those railway men have to
live in a waterless country.

MR. GREGoRY: So have the others.
The registrars have to live in tents.

MR. WOOD: Those railway servants
are just as much entitled to live in decent
houses as any other class of men.

MR. VoSPER: They do not live in the
station buildings.

Mn. WOOD: And talking of the
expense, after all what is itP What
matter if, on a new line such as that is,
the department have lost £50, £260 or
£2100 P

MR. VosPRn: £40,000 is a miere flea-
bite, I suppose?

MR. WOOD: Speaking of that, the
Commissioner of Railways is doubtless
fully able to answer all these little ques-
tions. He did answer them the other
night to a certain extent; and, though
his time was limited, he gave ver favour-
able explanations, considering the time
at his disposal; but, as regards this

question of accommodation for railway
servants, I say that every one of them
ought to have a house fit for a decent
man to live in.. Consider the isolated
state of some of those men living on that
line. Such a man perhaps, from year's
end to year's end, sees nothing but an
occasional train passing at twenty miles
an hour. That is his existence; and
surely to goodness we can give him a
decent house to live in!

Tan PREmIER: Hear, hear.
MR. WOOD: With regard to some of

the public works, I do not know that I
can altogether agree with the Speech. Of
course there is no question of the utility
of the Mint. I supported the Mint at
its inception, and I well remember the
speeches delivered by the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) and
thethenmember for Geraldton (Mr. Simp-

Ison), who admitted that it, was a
splendid thing; and knowing they ad-
mitted it was splendid, and it must be
something a little more than splendid,
seeing that they were in opposition, I at
once agreed to and supported the proposal.
One matter here is the question of the
Observatory. I must say I do not think
that institution is doing what it ought to
do for this colony.

Mn. DoH Brr: It is bringing theram.
MR. WOOD: I really cannot see that

the expenditure on the Observatory is
justified.

MR. VosERx: Look at the weather to-
day: you could not have better!

MR. WOOD: It is all very well to put
the thing off with a joke.

THE FREUIER: There is the time-ball,
you know.

MR. WOOD: We never hear froni the
Observatory with regard to the weather,
except on the day after we have had the
weather in question. We learn that it
rained yesterday. I am not saying a word
,aganst the Astronomer personally, for I
believe lie is a perfectly competent man;
but he has, so to speak, nothing to go on.
People talk about Wragge in Queensland.
Wragge has everything to go on: he has
information from all points of the com-
pass - north, south, east and west;
but our Astronomer has nothing whatever
to guide him. I know my friend the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest) will tell you that splendid work

Iis being done, because one day the gentle-
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man in charge of the Observatory told
him that 20 points of rain would fall at
Carnarvon. The next important pan-
graph in the Speech refers to the goldfields
railways and the proposed new lines.
Without committing myself very defi-
nitely on this subject, I want to say that
I do not think we are at present in a
position to construct those railways.
It is a question of burrowing money.
I think the history of the past ought
to be a warning to the colony not
to rush ahead too far, or too fast.
After all, what difference will be made
to those lines by a year's delay ?
None whatever. My own opinion is that
the Government would be well advised if
they did not push on those projects too

Z pdly. As regards the Northam-
Goomalling railway, it is purely an agricuil-

tural line. Let us first of all inquire in-
to the effect of that railway before con-
structing it. I do not think the history
of the Greenhills railway justifies any
further attempt in the direction of agri-
cultural lines at the present time. To
my mind it is all a question of funds;
and I think we should wait, at all events
another year, before we embark upon
these new projects. I must congratulate
the Government upon the way they have
organised the postal and telegraph ser-
vices. I think we shall find, when the
report of the Royal Commission on Posts
and Telegraphs is published, that if those
important departments are not quite up
to date, they are at all events fairly well
up to date, and in a satisfactory condi-
tion. Be that as it may, my own ex-
perience teaches me that the departments
are very economically worked. In par-a-
graph 19 of the Speech, there is fore-
shadowed a tremendous amount of new
legislation. On this subject, I must re-
fer to the member for East Coolgardie
(Mr. Moran), who will deal with it more
fully than I shall. I know that he has
taken special interest in this particular
matter, and I feel certain that be will en-
lighten the House, as he always does, in
a very clever and instructive wanner,
upon these various Bills. I hope he will
excuse my reference to him. I know
that he has taken an interest in the pro-
posed legi slation, and I feel sure that when
he takes an interest in anything he will
give us the benefit of his undoubted
ability. I am glad to note that the

Electoral Bill is to be brought before us
this session. I was much disappointed
that it was not brought up last year,
because I think the existing Act is full of
defects. At least I will not say it is full
of defects, but it has one very great
defect indeed, and that is the lack of a
provision for the transfer of a vote from
one district to another-from one side of
the street to die other side. I do not
know how that difficulty is to be over-
come; still it is very " hard lines " indeed
that a man should come to this colony,
should reside here for twelve months,
and should yet be deprived of his vote if
he live for one day out of the first district
in which he settled down. If he lives in
one electorate for five months, and goes
into another, he is debarred from voting,
either in the old district or in the new,
at the following election. That I thiuk
is the princpaL difficulty in the existing
Act, and if we can only remove it, we
ought to satisfy everyone. As regards the
alleged difficulty of getting on the roll,
the matter is simply child's-play. I have
put hundreds on the roll in one night.

MR. JAmEs: But the registrar will
knock them off again.

MRs. KrWGosrnin: When they get on,
their names are not allowed to remnain.

MR. WOOD: I do not think so. It is
the fault of the people themselves that
they do not get on the roll. The twelve
months' residence in the colony as a
qualification for a vote is, I think,
absolutely necessary. It is the same
ter-m as obtains in democratic Victoria,
and I think if we follow Victoria in this
class of legislation we cannot go far
wrong. The main trouble is the lack of
facilities for transfer from one district to
another, and from one side of a street to
another. If we can only overcome that,
we shall at all events have overcome the
principal cause of irritation in our
Electoral Act. As to a dividend tax, of
course all are agreeable to it; even the
members for the goldfields who are
interested in large concerns.

MR. DOHERTY: The tax may affect
other than those interested in the gold-
fields.

MR. WOOD: We ought to a certain
extent to confine ourselves to a tax on
gold dividends, and leave the coal,
timber, and any industry of that sort
for further development. As to the
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export of gold, it is a question I have
thought a good deal about, and had come
to the conclusion that the only way to
frustrate the financial institutions with
regard to the export of gold would be
to put a tax on unminted gold. There
can be no question aibout that. I have
every confidence that the occupants of
the Treasury bench will deal with this
subject in a profitable and commendable
manner. I hope the question of free
education will not be slipped over this
year, for it is a very important thing to
the children of this colony ; not that the
parents of most of them cannot afford to
pay the fees, but there are some who are
unable to do so, and I feel sorry for those
who are in such a position, and who may
have the fact thrown in their faces. For
the sake of those not in the same position
as others, let us have free and compulsory
education. I amn sorr-y no mention is
made in paragraph 19 of a Bill for
bringing in payment of members. We
all know that over two years ago a motion
was passed in this House as to the
desira~bility of patyment, of members. I
am beginning to get tired of the present
state of things. A number of us support
five or six men who are drawing salaries
at the rate of £1,000 a year whilst we do
not get a shilling, what we do receive
being a Ministerial smile and a pat on
the back.

MR. VospnR: What do you live for,
THE PRiyumi: To eat.
MR. WOOD: To pay our election ex-

penses, for it costs us three or four
hundred to be elected, and I think it
is estimated that on the goldields it
costs a thousand. Our hands are in our
pockets all day long, for we are called
upon to supp~ort any undertaking that is
initiated. We are asked to subscribe to
every blessed thing started in the town,
and I say it is about time for a change to
be made. If some other men come along
and defeat us at the polls, I am willing
to bow to the majority and clear out; but
if we devote our attention to our parlia-
mientary duties in this House we should
receive payment, and it is worth £100) a
year to have to listen to such speeches as
those that were delivered the other night.

MR. liLINoworra: The privilege is
worth £300 a year.

MR. WOOD: It is worth X100 a. year
to sit and listen to such speeches. If

*they were pleasant speeches I would not
mind, but cue continually hears growling,
and I repeat that, if a proposal for the
payment of members is brought forward,
I shall support it. Now I come to the
settlement and cultivation of land, anid I
congratulate the Government upon the
enterprise of the Conunissioner of Crown
Lands in this direction, all I hope being
that lie is not boom ing it too much. I
do not wish to be a croaker-I think
that is the proper term - but I am
afraid this laud settlement is being
boomed a Little too much. It is not
the fault of the Commissioner or of his
officers, but of people who, knowing no-
thing about it, go onl to the land, Those
people do not know more about it than

*I myself, yet they attempt a lot of clear-
ing and cultivation, and I am afraid that
in the course of time the land will be
thrown back on the hands of the Govern-
ment. Still, it will not be all loss, be-

I cause the people will have spent a good
deal of money upon it, -and the State will
have the benefit. With regard to the
question of redistribution, no one can
look at the last electoral returns without
being at once convinced of the necessity
for a redistribution of seats ; ut the
question to my mind is how the seats
should be redistributed. I ami not at all
in favour of redistribution upon a purely
population basis, and, indeed, if I were to
support such a. system I should be doing
wrong to the colon' and to my own 0n-
stiucts. Every interest in the coloniy must
be thoroughly represented. I would like
to tell those members who speak against
the North, or ridicule the smallness of the
electorates of the North, and who have not,
been here as long as I have, that the North

Isaved the reputation and credit of this
colony more than once, by its wool, its
pearl-shiell, and other industries; so we
must not forget our northern settlers, but
allow the pastoral industry and the shell
industry to be properly represented in
Parliament. A lot of people, both inside
and outside the House, want the redistri-
bution of seats to be on a purely popula-
tion basis. The great mass of the adult
population at the present time are on the
goldfields, and the rolls have been swollen
to an enormous extent. I want to know
whether the people whose names are now
on the rolls are on the goldfields at the
present time. Must we take the present
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rolls for the basis of redistribution? T say,
no.

MR. MORAN: What else are you going
to take ?

Mu. WOOD: In regard to the distri-
bution of copies of the Commonwealth
Bill, I know of one place where the
electoral roll showed 2,900 voters, and
1,700 of the papers issued came back. Is
that a proper basisF

MR. Vosnzti: The list is not complete
in that return.

MR. WOOD: I do not know. I assert
that 1,700 of the papers camne back from
one par-ticular district; but I will not say
which. Must we, I again ask, take that
as a basis for redistribution ?

Mu. MORAN: I do not think so. There

wilbeapurifcato of the rolls.
MRt. Vo8p1x How many were mis-

directed ?
Mn. WOOD: Yes; but the people

were not in that district.
MR. VosPnR: The real trouble is that

they have not called at the post office for
the papers. That is all. There is no
difficulty on the fields.

Mn. WOOD: I do not think that is so.
I believe special efforts were made to de-
liver those papers to the people to whom
they were addressed, but that the people
could not be found. The member for
East Coolgardie has about 5,000 voters
on his electoral rofl, and I do not k-now
how many of the papers in that case camne
back; but supposing 2,000 were returned,
would you take the present rolls as a fit
basis for redistribution ? I do not think
it would be right to do so, for we ought
to have a thorough purification of the
rolls up to a certain date.

MR. MoRNy: And enlargement.
MR. WOOD: Yes; bitt let us make

positively certain that the people exist.
MR. VosErx : You ought to pass an

electoral Bill before you tackle redistribu-
tion.

THE PREMIER: Hear, hear.
Mn. WOOD: We must have a

thorough purification of the rolls. It
is not in the Governor's Speech, yet we
find that the Government are going to
introduce femnale suffrage. There is
nothing to show how many women will
be entitled to vote. We must have a
thorough purification of the rolls to let us
know that those men who are not entitled
to vote have been struck off the lists, and

that all the new men entitled to be on the
registers have had their names inserted.
Let us see how many of the women axe
coming on the rolls, and what the rolls of
Perth, Fremantle, and this part of the
colony will be; and then let us obtain
the net result of all these rolls. Let there
be a special meeting of Parliament in
February, and have a Redistribution of
Seats Bill passed in that month or the
following one, and then let there be im-
mediate dissolution. I may be wrong,
as Iloften am, but I think tis is as fair a
wa3' of dealing with the subject as we can

posbyhave. I wish to say a word in
reainto paragraph 28, about a paltry

mtter;- for in that paragraph we are
toldthe steamer "Penguin " at the pre-
sent time is engaged navigating the coast
of the colony. I think we bought a man-
of-war for £7,500, and I would like to
know what has become of that vessel,

Iwhich was lying alongside the Fremnantle
harbour , taking up room.

THE: PREMIER: No, no.
Mu. WOOL): It was there a long

time, and I would like to have informa-
tion on the matter. I do not think there
is anytbing else I have to say on the

*Address-in-Reply, and I shall simply
complete niy remarks by congratulating
the member for Albany (Mr. Leake). I

*am glad to see he is back from his
electioneering experiences, and I hope he
has comported himself well while away.
At all events I desire to congratulate him
on the accession of members to his ranks,
and all the harm I wish hini is that
those gentlemen who have left this (the
Government) side, and have gone over to
that (the Opposition) side of the House,
will be of as much use to the Opposition
as they, were to us. And I think that
the transfer is a matter of congratulation
to us, for we now k-now exactly how we

*are situated.
MR. KENNY: NO; you do not.
MR. WOOD: We do. We have a

compact party; whereas, you do not
know when yout "have" the new mem-
hers. We never knew where we had
them. I am glad they are now on that
side of the House, and I repeat that I
congratulate the member for Albany upon
the accession to his ranks of those mem-
bers who have left us. We want to
know inside the House who our friends
are, and who our enemies; and now I
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again say that we have a compact party,
and I think it will take something to
shake them.

Mun. LOCKE (Sussex): I did not
intend until quite lately to speak, on the
Address-in-Reply at all, for it seems to
me it has been threshed out so long and
so often that it has got stale news to all
of us; but there are one or two little
omissions I thought it my duty to bring
before the House, and I must claim the
indulgence of members for about five
minutes, in which I think I can say all I
wish to. To begin with, I suppose I
must say something about the first
paragraph of the Governor's Speech,
which states that the financial position of
the colony is sound. Personally, I never
thought it otherwise, nor do I think
anyone else did so. There have been
a lot of croakers here one way or
another, hut I do not think anyone
ever thought there was anything the
matter with the colony. It seems to me
we are going ahead all the time; all
our industries appear to be progressing,
and in these circumstances there is no
cause for fear in the future. I think
that is all that need be said on the
position of the colony; and I will now
touch on the federation question, which
is a subject that is not so near consum-
mation as some people imagined a little
time ago. We shall have an opportunity
later of threshing this matter out; and it
is sufficient to say now that the country
seems to be prospering and dloing well;
that our gold output is increasing daily,
our timbher industry advancing by leaps
and bounds, our agricultural industry is
also progressing and going ahead, so that
we are catching up to the requirements of
the colony; also that our tin, copper, and
silver exports are increasing; that every
industry in the colony is progressing
favourably. Therefore, it seenms to me
that when everything is going ahead, and
the country is progressing in every direc-
tion, we ought to be satisfied to leave well
alone; but if we are not content to do
that, we ought to move very cautiously.
I-have never been a federationist-at any
rate, I have not been impressed like the
member for East Perth (Mr. James)
has been. I do not want to blow
a penny whistle, nor do I want to
see the country given away to the other
colonies. If we can stand " on our own,"

said if we have advanced faster and
more substantially than any other colony
has done during the eight or nine
years since we have had responsible gov-
erment, it will be absurd for us to now
give our birthright away without getting
something in return. If we cannot govern
ourselves, I do not see how we are to be
governed from New South Wales. This
qluestion of federation will come before us

agi.and I hope even the member for
Easit Perth, when he has his say, will treat
the question lightly, like the late member
for Geraldton has done. I am pleased to
see that the late member for Geraldton
has " come round," for he made a most
sensible speech at Geraldton, and I con-
gratulate him on it, and wish he had
always thought like that. I do not like
to trim. I have been an auti-federa-
tionist all the time; and unless I see some
good cause to convince are otherwise-I
know a big majority of my constituents
are with me-I shall remain an anti-
federationist. There is no necessity to
rush into federation when we are doing so
well. If we were going back or in diffi-
culties, if we could not see anything
a-head, or we could see disaster in front
of us, 1 should say, get some of the other
colonies to help us; but when we are going
ahead without assistance-I am not
speaking now as an agriculturist-I
think we should be satisfied to remain as
we are. I have not been able to discover
any one imemiber, on either side of
the House, who has been able to show
in what way we are going to gain
by federation. I suppose there is nothing
which we can gain. Some members
have told us that there will be a loss
to this colony of £2200,000 a year, if we
join federation, while others have said
that we shall lose to the extent of
£40,000; all admit we are going to lose
something, but I say we had better not
lose it. We are all right in our present
position: the whole colony seems to be
going ahead. If you go into the street
at night y)ou will see everybody well-
dressedand apparently well-fed, everybody
appears to be happy, judging by the
smiles on all faces, which is a sign there
is no trouble. 'I have not seen any
distress or trouble anywhere; therefore we
want no change. We have heard many
people say that federation is going to
bring ruin and disaster upon us, but '10
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one has said that we are going to make a
fortune out of federation. The whole
question is one of sentiment, which is a
fine thing, but it will not feed you. At
the bottom of sentiment I think you will
always find a personal motive, and I
think the federatiouists have a personal
motive, while those who support federa-
tion and have no motive do not under-
stand the question. Why should we lose
£4M0,000 or £200,000 per annum,
according to the different authorities, for
the purpose of federating when we can
join later on? I do not tink Ineed say
anything further on federation. I am
going down to the Vasse, and I
can tell the people there more about
it The next subject which is
worth mentioning is the Coolgardie
Exhibition, and a lot of adverse remarks
have been made about the exhibition. I
had the opportunity, I am glad to say, of
looking at that exhibition, and I think it
was a credit to the country. If it did cost
£7,000, or whatever the cost was, it will
have been money well spent. I hope
some of the exhibits, both those from the
agricultural end of the colony as well as
the gold exhibits, will be sent to Paris,
where they will command a good deal of
interest and attention. I want to say a
few words on the education question, and
I hope educational reform will be carried
out this session. One of the strongest

points upon which I was elected was free
and, compulsory education, but up till
now we have not been able to get it. I
hope this session we shall be able to pass
a Bill having this object in view. This
question does not so much affect the
people living in towns as it does those
who live in tie country districts. In my
district in outlying places, when people
go thirty or forty miles back, and settle
and rear children, they cannot educate
them. Three or four settlers may have
amongst them fourteen or fifteen children,
and these settlers cannot afford to keep at
teacher, the result being that the children
grow up uneducated. I thlink it is a
disgrace to the country that we have not
some sort of law to enable people in such
a position as these settlers are to be
subsidised, so ats to have their children
taught. I hope this session we shall
be able to frame a good and acceptable
educational law for the good of the
country at large. The question upon

which I wish to speak principally is the
construction of railways. The Govern-
ment have intimated their intention of

Ibringing forward several fresh railway
Ilines- I do not know that I can call
them fresh, as they were before us last
year, but did not pass. Some of these

lnsmay possibly be justifiable, and I
hope those will be passed; but I want to

Isay that there is a Little railway which is
required in the South, in my end of the
country, that would pay from the start,
and I believe an offer has already been
made to the Government in regard to
this railway. This line would open up
some good country, although it is only
twelve miles in leugth; it would open up
and connect about 70 miles of country,
stretching from Vasse to Quindalup.
The Quindalup Company are opening up
a number of miles, and at the other end
the Vasse Company are opening uip miles
of country, so that there will only be
about ten miles to connect Vasse with
Cape Leeuwin. I think the Government
might have put this short line of twelve
miles into their programme. I hope they
will do itnow. I shall be disappointed if
theyv do not. If the Government do not
intend to submit this line of railway to
Parliament, I shall bring the matter for-
ward this session, and I hope to get sup-

Iport from both sides of the House. I hope
to get the railway whether the Govern-
mnent intend to build it or not: at any rate
I intend to have a try. Last session I
brought forward this railway, but 1 did
not then wish to press the Government,
because things were not looking too
bright. Now the country is pretty flour-
ishing and the Government propose a
railway to Norsemnan, which is a big
undertaking when there is only one mine.
The Government can build this paltry 12
wiles of line very cheaply, and it will
open uip a large area of country. How-
ever, if the Government will not bring
thle matter forward I shall, and I believe
I shall receive the support of the House.

Mn. KnNNY: Table a no-confidence
motion.

MR. LOCKE: I shall press the matter
as hard as I can if T am not able to carry
my proposal. I shall have an opportun-
ity of speaking on this subject again,
because if the Government wil not sub-
mit this line of railway to Parliament I
shall bring it forward. The only other
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matter I want to mention to-night is the
dividend tax. I think, as we have spent
a heap of money on a Mint, we ought to
have a tax on the export of gold, instead
of having a dividend tax. I have been
informed by several niemnbers of this
House, also by people outside, that this
will affect the poor man. If a poor man
has some gold, he wants to turn it into
sovereigns as quickly as possible, and if
be can get the gold turned into sover-
eigns at the Mint, why should he ship it
in hulk? Our Mint has been built at
great expense to the country, and it is not
being overworked. If a man has half a
dozen nuggets or any quantity of gold, he
can get it minted here and thus save
the export duty. Every ton of gold that
leaves the country makes us a ton of
gold poorer.

MR. DOHERTY: Richer.
MR. LOCKE: I cannot see that, be-

cause gold does not grow like cabbages.
With a tax on gold there would be more
revenue, and the Mint would pay. What
is the good of building a Minrt, if the
work of minting is not to be done in this
countryP I know my proposal does not
meet with the favour of every member,
but my opinion is that an export duty on
gold would be more profitable to the
country, and would not be harder on the
poor man than a dividend tax. Either a
dividend tax or an export duty is better
than neither; but I cannot see why an
export duty should not be a good thing
for the country. I have said practically
all I have to say; and those bon. members
who do not agree with the railway
proposal I have mentioned will have an
opportunity of voting against it.

MR. JAMES (East Perth): It is ever
a pleasure to listen to the wise observa-
tions which fall from the member for
Sussex (Mr. Locke), who has always got
new ideas to impart, which he makes so
clear, illustrating them in a way that no
other member can equal. If some of us
had any doubts as to the wisdom of a
dividend tax, I am certain that, after the
observations of the hon. member, all
those doubts must be solved in favTour of
an, export duty on gold. But the hon.
member, representing a constituency so
well known as Sussex, ought to realise,
that, if he wants to discharge his duty to
his constituency, he should disregard his
personal interests and introduce a heavy

tax on bachelors, or provide some means
of drawing together the charming ladies
of his district and the gentlemen of the
goldfields. In such a way he would be
more likely to do good than by
talking about federation, of which
he knows nothing, a fact which he
has emphasised by his speech this
evening. The hon. member has told ns,
somewhat sententiously, following the
sententious observations of people inside
and outside the House, that sentiment
will not feed us. I never supposed that
sentiment would feed us. But the mar-
vel to me is that a class of people in this
colony, who happily are growing less
every day' , seem to resent all suggestions
of change, and to think, that because for
fifty years they have been going along a
narrow rut, no effort should be made to
improve matters! These people do not
realise that we must keep up with the
times, and that we must sometimes re-
cognis the need of change. I do not
propose in this debate to speak on fed-
eration, except to point out that, as I
judge the position, the Classes opposed to
federation are divided into two. One
class consist of those who believe in fed-
eration with a "but," and want terms ;
the other class consisting of those who
believe in federation on the terms set
down in the Bill now before Australia.
There is no class, despite the mnisrepresen-
tations which have been made in the
Press, who want federation at any price;
but the overwhelming majority of people
think that the terms embodied in the
Commonwealth Bill are such that any man
who has a, sincere and honest desire to
further the best interests of the colony
could accept without hesitation, and with-
oat doing wrong to the colony to which
he belongs or to the greater nation of
which we hope to form a part.

MR. LOCKE: Rot!
Mit. JAMES: There are men who sin-

cerely believe what I have said. It is
somewhat peculiar that the anti-federalist
is aL cramped sort of individual, who lives
like an oyster always inside his shell,
from which he carefully excludes the light
of day.- The anti-federalist always seems
to think that those who oppose him are
not sincere; and he does not seem to re-
alise that there can be sincere differences
of opinion even on federation. I regret
that people should take up a position so
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intensely narrow and full of prejudice;
but if the question be thus between
those who believe in federation on
the terms of the Bill. and those who
think the terms of the Bill are not suf-
ficient, the course is plainly marked out
for us. When the Bill was introduced
for the purpose of electinig delegates to
represent the colony at the Convention,
not one word was said by any' member
about the need of asking for terms for
Western Australia, different from the
terms asked for by other colonies. After
the Federal Convention at Adelaide at
the beginning of 1897, the Bill as it had
passed that Convention was placed be-
fore the House, and fought detail by
detail and section by section; and the
House then was the same House I am
now addressing, and not one suggestion
was made that special terms were required.

TitE PREMtIER: Oh, yes. Suggestions
were made.

MR. JAMES: No suggestion was
made that special terms were required.
Some suggestions were made affecting
constitutional questions only.

THE PREMIER: Financial suggestions
were made.

MR. JAMES: Perhaps the right lion.
gentleman will look the matter uip, as I
have done. No suggestion was made to
the effect that this colony should ask for
terms for the purpose of protecting our
revenue, or removing the risk of financial
loss.

Tns PREMIER: You are quite in error
there.

Ma. JAMES: There was no stigges-
tion about a transcontinental railway.

MR. DoHERTY: Why did we send the
delegates thenP To a picnic ?

MR. JAMES: The work the delegates
did was put before this House, and
members had the opportunity of syn
whether they approved or disapproved of
that work. It does not shift the re-
sponsibility from the electors, if they say
that, broadly speaking, they are satisfied
with the work that has b~een done, but
expected] something better, something
that was never suggested by the electors.
There wats also a Convention held in the
following September in Sydney, and in
the succeeding February and March in
Melbourne, and during that time there
was no serious effort made- -

MR. DOHERTY: By the delegates.

MR. JAMES: There was no sugges-
tion put forward in the Press of this
colony, impressing on the delegates the
need of special terms for this colony.

Mu. Vospun: It was then held, and
always has been held, that federation
meaiis the coustruction of a transcon-
tinental railway.

Ma. JAMES: Perhaps the member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
will refer to any particular speech in which
that was laid down.

MR. Vospn: If I looked the matter
tip, I could show you that what I say is
correct.

MR. JAMES: This House had an
opportunity of pointing out the need of a
transcontinental railway, but not one
word was said about it. I want to point
that out, because some bon. members say
that the delegates should have seeni
further than the electors saw.

MR. Mo&: Why not?
MR. DoHrERTY: Yes; why not? The

i delegates were on the spot, and were paid
forth ework-. Asmngtt oh

MR. JAMES: suigta ob
the correct view, I say, with all respect to
the hon. member for North Fremantle
(Mr. Doherty), that I should be sorry to
think he can see further than any one of
his constituents;i and I apply the same re-
mark to myself and my own constituents.
A great number of my electors are better
men than I an, and no doubt a great
number of the electors for North Fre-
mantle are better men tihan the gentleman
who represents that constituency; hut,
at the same time, these electors have no
right to turn round and say that their
representatives have evaded their duties.
After all, that is a side issue; and what
T want to emnpbasise is the fact that our
Premier, when at the Convention, objected
more than once to any terms for the
people of Western Australia only, and
held that whatever terms were adopted
for the purpose of meeting our particular
circumstances should he terms applied
generally, although, as a matter of fact,
this colony might be the Only State
deriving ay benefit from those terms.
The Premier was naturally anxious that
this charter, which it was firmly believed
would be handed down for generations to
come, and be for all time, should not show
on its face that special terms were given
to Western Australia.
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THE Pxnnin: That is absurd.
MR. LAMES: That was the position

assumed by the right hon. gentleman.
THE PRErmxln: Not at all.
MR. JAMES: If I understand the

speeches, more especially the speeches on
clause 95 of the Bill, that was the mean-
ing of the right hon. gentleman. In this
colony there are the two classes, and two
classes only, which I have already de-
scribed; and, that being so, why should
there be difference of opinion when the
suggestion is made that the question
be narrowed down and referred to the
p~eople for acceptance or rejection? If
one side say federation is good for
another day, and the other side say it is
good tn-day, and if those who are con-
cerned are the electors of the colony, and
the change proposed be one that affects
every individual elector, why in the name
of juistice should any opposition he raised
to referring the Bill to the direct deter-
mination of the peopleP The federalists
ask neither more nor less than that the
question should be so submitted. It is a
huge mistake to think that federalists
have for a, moment changed the position
they occupy. Whether federation be
good to-day or not, we say there is one
tribunal, and one tribunal only, to settle
the question, and that tribunal consists
of the electors exercising their votes in a
referendum. If I understand rightly
the action of the Premier, he himself has
agreed that the electors of the colony do
form the proper tribunal to settle the
question. At the Conference of Premiers
be agreed that, as soon as the referendum
had been determined in New South Wales,

steps sho',uld betaken fo the purpose of
referrn the Hilt the peple of Western
Austrla I am not on who agrees in
making this a party question, for I am
anxious that the question should be free
from party politics; ad for that reason
I should not have voted on the amend-
ment moved last week to the Address-
in - Reply. I was absent from the
House through indisposition; but had
I been present I should not have voted.
Let me say that at once, so that there
shall be no misunderstanding on that
point. I did not intend to support that
motion, because I objected most strongly
-privately-to this matter being intro-
duced into the arena of party politics;
and I agree that we have no right to

expect the Premier, whatever may be his
personal views, to take this up as a party
question ; but I think we have a right-
and that is why I tabled the motion now
standing in mry name-to object. to the
party atmosphere in which paragraph 2
of the Address-in-Reply has been framed;
because, instead of saying, as it well and
truly might have said, that it was neces-
sary for us to consider how far our
financial interests would be affected, and
to consider how far we would be justified,
having regard to those interests, in en-
tering the lfederation, I do not think the
Premier was justified in placing in the
mouth of His Excellency, and therefore
accepting to a large extent as portion of
a party programme, this statement, that
as soon as the Bill has been accepted by
all the colonies of Australia, it will then
have to be submitted for our considera-
tion. To that extent I think the right
hon. gentleman was wronig, and to that
extent he himself introduced a party
question into the controversy. It seems
to mne desirable that, while the fullest
time should be given for discussing this
question, while the fullest time should
be given for the purpose of letting the
electors know to what extent federation
will affect them, on the other hand
no time should be lost in introduc-
ing the Bill into this House, so
that we may know, once and for all,
whether or not this question is to be
referred to the people. There is a great
deal of uneasiness on that point. There
is a. widespread feeling that this Bill is
not to be introduced; that the Common-
wealth Bill is not to be referred to the
electors ; that the matter is to be delayed,
week after week and month after month,
until the session ends, or until it is so
late in the session that yout offer a good
excuse for members to vote against a
reference to the people on the ground
that the session is too near its close to
permit of giving the subject the full. con-
sideration, it deserves. [MR. VosERn:
Hear, hear.] We want the Bill intro-
duced as quickly as possible; and the
sooner the Bill is introduced, the sooner
we shall have that most essential discus-
sion on the extent to which our financial
interests are prejudiced by the Bill, and
the extent to which we wish to askc, or to
which we think the colony ought to ask
for terms, if we think terms should be
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asked for. I think most of uts are clear
on this point, if I gather rightly the
expressions of hon. members, -with the
exception of the member for Sussex (Mr.
Locks) ;and I will say this for him: he
has been perfectly honest and outspoken
and thorough-going in his opposition to
federation as a whole, offering in that
respect a strong contrast to a great num-
ber of members who, although in reality
strongly anti-federalist, seem to express
a firm determination to have this Bill
referred to the people, and then proceed
to use arguments which, addressed to this
tribunal, can only have the one aim and
the one effect of influencing, if not this
House, another House, in refusing to send
the Bill to the people. Dealing with this
phaseof the question, I submit that this
House is the tribunal which alone has the
jurisdiction, and which alone ought to
exercise the sole jurisdiction, in determin-
ing whether the Bill is or is not to be
referred to the people. I do not now
refer to this particular House, but to both
Houses of Parliament.

MR. MORAN: Do you deny the power
of the House to alter the Bill?

MR. JAMES: I do not deny the power
of the House to do what it likes to do.
Parliament has the power to cut off
people's heads, if it so desire; but as it
appears that most members of this House
believe in the Bill being referred to the
people-and that is the only question
now before us-I cannot for the life of
me make out why members who have
said that should proceed to use arguments
which do not affect that issue, and which
can only be Used for the purpose of en-
couraging those--it may not be in this
Chamber, but it may he in another Cham-.
ber of the Parliament of this colony-for
the purpose of encouraging those who will
seize hold of such expressions to jus tify
them in rejecting the Bill. Now, Ithinb
-I may be wrong-that the speeches of
those men who say, " I believe in federa-
tion, and I believe in the question being
referred to the people ; but it is a bad
Bill, which ought not to be accepted "-
when those hon. members proceed beyond
that expression of opinion and give
reasons for the purpose of showing why
the people should not accept the Bil, I
say those reasons and those speeches
can only be made for the purpose of en-
couraging the anti-federalists in this

IParliament-not in this particular House
alone; the anti-federalists in this Parlia-
ment-in rejecting the Bill in another
Chamber. I mnay be wrong. Those
speeches may not 'have been made with
that intention.

Mn. VOSPER: Everyone has a right to
discuss the Bill.

Ma. JAMES: True; but whether made
with that intention or not, that would be
the effect of them; and it does appear to
me that, now that we are about to have a
chance of educating the people, there
are only two ways of educating them-
through the Press, or on public platforms;
by literature, or by word of mouth. You
do not educate the people by speaking in
this House.

THE PREMIER: They never read the
speeches.

Mn. JAMES: I am afraid they never
read the speeches; and even if they did
read the reported utterances of bon.
members, you could not fairly ask the
papers to report those utterances fully.
To say that the country is to be so
educated is really unduly flattering us as
politicians: it is too complimentary to
our powers as debaters.

MRt. VosrEn: The proceedings of Pair-
liament are the proceedings of the
country.

MR. JAMES: True; so they are in
theory; but is the supposition quite equal
to the reality ? I fear not; and no one
knows that better than the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper).
Surely, if we all agree that federation is
good-some say that it will be good to-
morrow, and some that it is good to-day
-we all practically admit that it ought
to be referred to the people. Is not that
the only question? Oertainly, we ought
to allow the fullest time to elapse between
this date and the date of the referendum
for the purpose of allowing the people to
grasp the real issues and the real con-
sequences of their decision; and I submit
that we ought to address our arguments
primarily to the people, and to get at
them as closely as we possibly can.

THE PREMIER: Would you allow the
women to vote?

MR. JAMES: I would let them all
vote: I have no objection to anyone. I
believe in women having a vote, and I do
not object to their voting.

THE PnnnnE: YOU wish it, do you?

[ASSEMBLY.) Siz1h day oj'Debate.
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MR. JAMES: As I have said, I have
no objection to their voting.

Tus PR-EMIER: But surely you ought
to have made up your mind on that
point, at any rate?

Mn. JAMES:- I should like a vote to
be takcen, not only of the present electors,
but of every person entitled to vote-
every person of full age.

MR. Voesa:R You would be willing to
allow electoral reform to precede the
referendum'?

MR. JAMES:, If the Premier wYould
do in connection with the miale voters
what is now being done in connection
with the comparatively few lady voters-
if he would send round some person to
see how many there are, and to pnt them
on the roll if possible, great good -would
result, There is plenty of time to do
that between to-day and the probable
date of the referendium itself. Let uis
have as fu a vote as we possibly can.
It is a right of the people, and of every
individual; and I should be delighted if
the Government were to take steps for
the purpose of placing on the roll every
woman and every man entitled to vote.

MR. VosPEs: That would be a vote of
the whole people.

Mn. JAMES: That would be, practi-
cally speaking, a vote of every person
over the age of twenty-one years. Let
that be done; hut if the righit hion. gen-
tleman wants that step taken at once, it
is useless to delay matters further. I am
sure we shall he soon enough if this
referendum be taken at the end of October
or November next.

THE PRE~iErm: There is tIo cast-iron
hurry about it.

MR. JAMES: There is no cast-iron
hurry about it; and I only ask that the
referendum shall be held at such a date
as will be soon enough to enable Western
Australia to enter as an original State, if
the people so desire; and it is because
any alteration of the Bill by this House,
before referring it to the people, would
deprive the colony oif that chance, and
would deprive us of the right exercised by
every elector in the eastern colonies, -with
the exception of Queensand-it is because
the amiendment of the Commonwealth
Bill by this Parliament will deny to the
people of this colony the right -which is
or has been enjoyed by the electors of the
other colonies -that I object to any

amendment to this Bill being made before
the referendum is taken. There may be
ways in which certain amendments can
be suggeste to the people. I for one
shall be glad to assist in every possible
way for the purpose of having a full is-
cussion on this question before the people,
so as to let us know exactly what their
wishes are; but I do not want this H~ouse
to so alter the Bill that it will be sent
to the electors, not as the Common-
wealth Bill upon which every elector
in the other colonies has voted, some of
them twice-on which most of themt
are going to have an opportunity of
voting twice-I want to give the electors
of this colony a chance of voting on the
same Bill as that on which those of the
other colonies have voted, and a chance
to say " Well, we will accept it as it
stands"; or, "We will accept it with or
without amendments." I can assure the
Premier, though I believe he is not in
favour of immediate federation- perhaps
I ought not to say so, and perhaps I should
say I assure hion, members opposing
federation, that we want a full discussion;
that we are quite satisfied that, if the
members of this House who do not believe

*that the present time is opportune will go
before the electors and state the facts, or

*what they believe to be the facts, and
will persuade the electors that the time is
not opportune, that we shall lose too
mutch financially by entering the federation
now, I believe the electors will listen to
these arguments, and will listen the more
attentively the stronger federalists they
are. That is wvhere the federalists Jilter

*from. the anti-federalists. The more
strongly they believe in federation, the

Imore open are they to reason; because it
is a peculiar fact that the party which
started discussion in this country was. the
federalist party. It was not the anti-
federalists who first went ontside of Perth
for the purpose of explaining the Bill to
the people. It was only when the federal
party were endeavouring topac the Bill
before the people-not afraid of the

*results of a knowledge of its provisions,
but with an earnest desire to explain
those. provisions -it -was only after the
federalists had been working for some

Itime in this direction that the opposition
league began. I understand the main

*platform of that league is not one of
opposition to federation, but propounds a
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desire to throw light upon federation.
Now we are all agreed upon that; and
the federal league started to throw light
upon the Bill before the other ]eague
camne into existence at all; and as the
other league wants to throw light upon
the question, sand ats this House wants to
throw light upon the question -as all of
uts realise that we only want to throw
light on this question for the purpose of
educating someone, that someone being
the body of electors, then the sooner this
question of whether the Bill is to go to
the electors is settled, and the sooner we
kniow whether the electors believe in
federation on the terms of this Bill, so
much the better. I understand from
the Premier that the fear, a fear which
many believe to be jumstified, is not wvell
founded, and that there is an intention
to introduce a Bill during the course of
this monthi-that is, a Bill by which this
Hfouse can provide that the Common-
wealth Bill shall lie referred to the people.
If that be so, no oae will be better satisfied
than I, and no one will be more delighted
to withdraw the motion of which I have

given notice. I arn only anxious that
this feeling of unrest which is now pre-
valent should be satisfied- [Mr. Vosrra:
Hear, hear]- that the people should
know that, so far as we are concerned-
and, after all, we can only speak for our-
selves-this Bill shall be referred to
them for their decision.

MR. VospIM: It would remove all
bitterness from the discussion.

MR. JAMES: As the lhon. member
very correctly says, it would remove all
bitterness from the discussion. Nothing
could be fairer than the stand taken by
the federalists. They say, ."Refer the Bill
to the people"; and they will justify
their faith by supporting thec Bill which
is to be introduced with that object. We
shall have an opportunity of discussing
the effects of federation, the effect of this
Commonwealth Bill upon Western Aus-
tralia, at a subsequent stage, when the
Commonwealth Bill comes before us; and
I think it is now desirable that wve should,
as far as possible, avoid discusioin on
that general question. I shall avoid -such
discussion. I only wvislh to make this one
observation. In politics there are a great
many people who suiffer from mental in-
digestion: they' swaliow facts, and those
facts stick on their chests, and they can-

not digest them; and they go about all
day emoaing their sad state. 'iheY are

reminded all day vOf thle facts thley have
swallowed, and cantnot digest; and the
facts are there, and they' tell every' body
they meet about those facts. That is thle
pos ition of the anti-federalist with his
facts. And these political dyspeptics are
a rood dleal like the ordinary dyspeptic:

thley, really think that other people, who]
do not stiffer from dyspepsia, have never
eaten, have never digested facts. I have
been struck very strongly with the truth
of this proposition when I have seen
gentlemen parading round this country
reading off yards and yards of the tariffs
of the various colonies, referring to muilti-
tudinous figures that have absolutely no

Ireference whatever to the question, and
then coming back and receiving comitnen-
dation fromn the local press-a, press that
has not the same justification as the
Sydney Dailyj Telegraph, at all events, hiad
when it first adopted thle advocacy of the
anti-federal view, and had to face
strenuous opposition-but a press entirely
opposed to federation, and which does not
hesitate for one moment to descend to the
grossest misrepresentations for the pill-
pose of prosecuting the campaign against
the Bill.

At 6330 pin, the DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. JAMES (continuing) : If the
House will permit me, I will shortly re-
state the position I take in connection
with federation at the present moment.
On both sides of this House, whether we
divide it by party lines or treat it as
being divided into those whoe approve
of federation at once and those who
approve of federation at some future time,
there appears to be a unanimous feeling
that the question should be referred to
and be determined by the votes of thle
people. There is an equally unanimous
opinion that the reference should he held
at such a date ats to enable those who are
called upon to vote to he seized of all the
important facts connected wvith the
question. Iain fully aware that in the
Bill, which I think I am right in saying
has now practically lapsed, pi-ovision was
made that after it had beeni adopted in

Sixth day of Debal,.
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the Convention, it should be brought up
and passed by the Parliament of this
colony before it was referred to t] e people;
but I gather from the speeches of members
uttered in the House, and also from the
speeches of some members uttered out-
side the House, that we have got beyond
that stage now, and realise that the Bill
ought to be referred to the electors for
their determination. And that apparently
was the view of the Premier when hie
tLgrpedto thieresolutia i att tie Confer-ence
of Premiers, expressing, the opinion that
after the people of New South Wales
had accepted the Bill it should be sub-
mitted to the Parliaments of the respec-
tive colonies for reference to the electors.
There being common ground uip to this
stage, the only question is asi to
whether it is not desirable that the
Bill -which is to refer the Common-
wealth Bill to the electors should
be introduced forthwith, for the pur-
pose of letting the electors know-
not that they are going to have the Bill
r-eferr-ed to them at a moment's notice or
a few weeks' notice--hut to let them
know as far as we can tell themn, and so)
far as we have the power in this Rouse
to gr-ant them that right. the Bill,%will be
referred to them. So far as I am con-
cerned -and I think I am expressing the
opinion of every federationist oni the
question-the date of that reference will
be thrown back as far as it can be, con-
sistently with the opportunity of entering
as an original State if the electors desire
it. We ask nothing further than that.
It seems to me that as far as possible we
should confine our observations to that
point, though I should he the last to
avoid discussion with reference to this
question. I say discuss it and discuss it,
and again discuss it, for it cannot be
discussed tooxwidely and too fully ; hut
I think we perhaps tend to weaken the
effects of our discussion, when we begin
to discuss the merits of federation, for
and against, at the present stage of our
meeting, entirely over-looking the fact
that we shall have the fullest opportunity
of doing so when the Bill comes before
us; end T think we are alsgo introducing
an element that throws no light npon the
question, and renders no assistance, when
members make statements that the dele-
gates have been neglecting their duty,
and ha~vc not 'et] safeguarding the

interests of the colony. So far as I am
concerned, I pay no attention to those
observations. I am pi-epared to accept
the Bill as it stands, because I believe that
on the whole it is a just Bill, and I can
assure you that, in arriving at that con-
clusion, I have not allowed my attachment
to Western Australia to be hidlden for one
moment. I have never in the past, so far
as Ik1now, been ashamed to call myself a
West Australian, or hesitated to express
my attachment to the colony, and I amn
too strongly attached to it to support any-
thing which I believe woud. injure it. In
expressing my'attachment to the federal
cause and the Coinmonwealth Bill, I do
so because I am hilly convinced-by no
means after a few momients' thought, or
hasty consideration -- that under the terms
of theo Bill the future prosperity of West-
ern Australia will proceed at a rate which
will by no meanls be chiecked, and. althoughl
we may miomentarily suffer fr-om those
dislocations which are bound to happen
when any grat change takes place, I
believe that all the industries. of this
colony, the permanent industries and
the development of the country, will
proceed as rapidly under federation as
they have done since we have had respon-
sible government. I realise that there
are differences of opinion upon that point,
but I ask members to believe that those
who are opposed to federation are not the
only pat-riots in the colony. I reserve
to myself the right to discuss fully,
when the Bill comes upl) before us, the
merits of federation, and how far it affects
us, and I may say I thoroughly agree with
that part of the Speech which states that
public feeling in favour of a closer union
is almost universal. That being so, the
only question which will require careful
considertion-I do not say it will require
it in this House as if the House would
decide it finally-the only question -which
will require consideration in the event of
the Commonwealth Bill being adopted by
the rest of Australia,, is whether the Bill
1so safeguiards our financial interests

at the present time as to justify us,
as prudent people, with great respon-
sibilities, giving up, to a very large
extent, the control and management
of our fiscal policy." I believe sincerely
- -and I yield to no one in my attachment
to and admiration of Western Australia
-that wve can do that safely, and thmat
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our interests are sufficiently safeguarded,
being in no way imiperilled by thlis Bill,
to which I give my loyal support. I
desire to congratulate the Government on
the bulk of the legislation suggested in
paragraph 19, and it is legislation that I
have been advocating for some years
past, for it is very badly needed. I hope
the Bills the Government bring forward
in relation to the matters referred to, will
deal with them in a thorough mnanner.
It is no use placing upon our statute
book Bills which have fine and high-
sounding titles, unless they deal with
things thoroughly, and I hlope the Gov-
ernment will introduce Bills which will
settle the various questions, at all
events for some time. I notice a very
important Bill which is promised us,
dealing with the Bankruptey Act. That
Act certainly requires amiendment to
such extent that the present Act should
be entirely repealed. The present Act
in principle is inapplicable to this
colony. It isma Act under which there is
no punishment for a fraudulent debtor.
We should have a provision under which
a judge could punish a man who was
fraudulent. I shall support the Gov.
erment in what they promised, per-
haps I would go f urther, in securing the
observance of the Salbbath. I believe a
provision is absolutely needed for that
purpose, and I will give myv support to
any legislation which wvill set apart the
Sabbath as a day of rest. When these
Bills are brou~ht forward I. shall hie able
to deal with them more f ally. There are
two matters which are niot mentioned in
the Speech, saidto which 1 desire to draw
the attention of the Government. Hon.
members will remnenmer that last session
at Bill was introduced liv the hon. nier-
her for York (Mr. Monger) to repeal a
previous Bill dealing with betting. I
opposed that Bill, and I am sorr-y the
Government have not promised to repeal
the measure whichl was passed last session
and to deal with the matter of gambling
in a thorough spirit, because gambling
at the present timep is very rampant in
Perth. Legislation should he introduced
to deal with gamling in all its formns,
and I wvould impress (in the Attorney
General the advisability and necessity of
introducing a Bill to deal with the
question thoroughly; if not to stamp out
the evil, to Place SOILIV strong check onl

the excess to which gambling in the cit 'y
of Perth is carried on to-dav in connection
with sports. There is another important
question to be dealt with; it is a large
and very difficult question, fraught with a
good deal of danger, and that is the drink
question. There are a great mtunber of
conificting, views ais to the best manner of
dealing with this matter. Some people
think that by an Act of Parliament v6u
can rectify anything within 24 hours. I
do not believe in that principle at all.
There must be some modification of exist-
ing legislation, and a gradual introduction
of a better principle, because it is not
possible to inaie a sudden change all at
once. I would impress upon the Govern-
mnent the advisability of appointing a
commission to deal with the question,
and certainly to have some light thrown
on the question so as so enable us in
the future to deal with the matter in a
thorough manner. Beyond these two
questions all the other matters dealt
with in paragraph 19 1 shall refer to
more fully when the Bills come uip foi-
discussion. l have great pleasure in
supporting paragraph 19 of thle Address.
The only feature I object to in the
Speech. wvhich I have already referred to,
is the uncertain war in which federation
is to be dealt withi. I can ol'y repeat
what I said before that we should give
the electors, what has been practically
promised them, at reference of the Bill to
them. I shall be glad to do all I can to
assist the passage of the Federal Enabling
Bill and to deal with it, as i have alwayvs
endeavoured to deal with the question,
not as a party one, but as a, national
question, as it certaily' is a national
question. Believing the Premier will
give that assurance. I shall have ver~y
great pleasure in withdrawing the notice
of motion standing in my name, and give
my hearty support to any proposal that
will tend to secure the fullest possible
discussion and consideration of the ques-
tion before the Bill is submitted to the
people. I only make this reservation.
that the referendum shall he held at such
time as will enable this colony to enter
as all original State, if the electors so
desire and( approve of the Bill as it
stands.

M R. HUBBLE (Gaacoyvne) :Referring
to the Governor's Speech, I feel certain
that all mnembers are fully ftw~a o of tile
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amount of work that has to be done
during the session, and I hope at the end
of the session we shall have some good
legislation resulting fromt the sittings of
this Rouse. The burning question of
to-da y-the question upon which the
lion, member who has just sat dlown
(Mr. James) was speaking-is that of
federation. There can] be no doubt that
almost all of us are in favour of federa-
tion; but fromnlily way of thinking I do
not think we are ripe for it. Looking at
-all the interests in this colony and the
industries which we have to foster, I
reckon we have not had time to help
these industries sufficientlyv. No doubt
the Commonwealth Bill is a good Bill in
most respects; it hats been drafted liv the
best statesmen in Australia. thierefo)re it
hats had great consideration at their
hands. I amn looking to the future of
this colony ats inuchits any* one, and what
I wvant to set' is that the id []stries which
we wish to foster obtain a*'good( footing
before we join federation and have inter-
,olonial free-trade :for these reasons T
Jlo not intend to support fedleration at.
the present time. When te time arrives
1 shallI certainly favour the B3ill going to
the people to test the feelings of the people
on the subject. As to the output of gold,
not only this colony* but die whole world
must have seen our producing qualities are
enorinous, especially when wye take into
conisideration the facet that the output of
gold for the last inonth was considerably
larger than that of any other colony.
From what 1 can gather one mine itself
is likely to turn out 100,000 oinces of
gIold per month, which must be a good
advertisement. Reference is made in the
Speech to the public batteries, and the
member for North Ooolgnrdie (Mr.
Gregory) when speaking the other night
said that these batteries bad been erected
on the wrong sites. This member was
one of those who advocated the erection
of public batteries very strongly last
session, and three or four of these
batteries have been erected in the elec-
torate which lie represents. That being
so this hon. member should have assisted
the Government in putting these batteries
onl the best sites ;but the hon. member
blamies the Government. or rather the
Public Works Department, for having
put these batteries in the wrong places.
The Coolgardie exhibition has no doubt

been a good advertisement for the colony.
I should have mcl preferred to have
seen that exhibition in Perth, because it
would then have been a financial success.
Although the loss over the exhibition is,
I understand, something like £6,000 or
£7,000, taking into consideration the
good it has done, I do not think this
amount will fall heavily upon the colony.
Reference is made in the Speech to the
Collie coalfields, and I am certain we
all, with one accord, hope that these fields
will lie at success because a good coal
mine is equal to a good gold mine. The
"Royal Arthur " which was here a short

time ago took awvay 100 tons of Collie
coal and tested it. and the report of the
trial appears in this morning's news-
pape rs. This must show to us that
there is good coal at Collie, but I hope
the deeper the ines are worked the
better the coal will be.

Me. Vospsu And the more water
they will get.

Mn. HU (BBILE: In reference to the
Freimantle harbour works, I amn certain
tiat ever ,yone must look upon them as a
great success, and not the white elephant
whichi it was supposed the works would
be when first started. When we take
into consideration that large steamers
enter the harbour, also that the " Royal
Arthur " came info the hiarbour, it must
lie seen that the works heave proved a
success, and I shall lie pleased to hear
how the break waters have stood to-day
after our experience of the heavy weather
which must have heen a severe test. As
to the stoc-k-vards and jetties which have
lbeen built onl various parts of the coast,
I can only say that I have had the
pleasure of very' recently visiting Car-
narvonl, where one of the stock jetties
has been erected. There is a race on the
jetty, and all that is wanted now, and I
understand that it has been promised by
the Premier, is a trainline and stock-

iyards to make the whole thing complete.
The stock owners will then be able to
ship their sheep from the far northern
districts, and not to travel them over-
land and then ship thenm as they have.
had to do in the past. I am informed
that at Wyndhami and at Port Hedland
there arc 'good stoc-k-yards and jetties.
The wvells on the stock route, and I can
speak fromt experience of these, having
seen soin of them, tire a good work. The
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works have been carried out to the very
best advantage, and when stock- are tra-
velling overland, the drovers will find the
benefit of the wells which have been put
down along the route. The smelting
works at Fremantle will no doub~t be a
great convenience, and 1 shall be very
pleased when three furnaces are going,
as I understand already there are only
two in use. These two furnaces employ a
great number of men, something like 250
hards, so that When the six smelters are

g oing 500 men will be employed. The
Speech deals with the agricultural and
plisto-a1 industries. I am pleased indeed
to see the way in which the Government,
especially our friend the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, have assisted these
industries. The Government are now
giving every encouragement to farmers to
go on the land and till it, and I believe in
a short time we shall be able to produce
sufficient cereals to keep the colony going
without importing any. I am pleased to
see the pastoral districts are having a&really
good season. The rains in the far north;-
era districts, and I may mention one, the
Gascoynle, have enough water to last
theit ithis season, and if we only have two
or three good seasons fol lowing, Wvitlh the
price of wool as it now stands. and the
sale of meat, the settlers in the northern
districts will get over the difficulties they'
have been going through for some years.
As to the redistribution of seats, that is a
matter which the northern members
especially should be very careful in deal-
ing with. We cannot allow the goldfields
mnemblers to have all their own way.

MnR. VoRPE: No chance of that.
MR. HUBBLE: And shut out that

portion of the country which kept
the colony going before the gold-
fields were discovered. It will re-
quire careful consideration to place the
electoral districts on a proper footing.
As to a dividend tax, what I want to see
is a tax on gold-mining dividends in par-
ticular. The mnembler for Sussex (Mr.
Locke) says lie is in favour of an export
tax on gold; hut a tax on gold-mining
dividends would be better, so as not to
hamper the alluvial miner in any shape
or form. Let the alluvial mniner go out
aeni find mines, and when these mines are
patying dividends then let those dividends
be taxed. The member for East Fre-
mantle (Mr-. HolIinesJ is iiot in his place

to-night, and I am sorry the reason for his
albsence, is illness, lbut I cannot allow this
opportunity* to pass wvithoutmnaking a few
remarks in reply to what that gentleman
said the other night. That hon. member
seems to have something to say about

i everybody and everything, and he made a
Iremuark that the Premier, when I went to
1seek re-election the other, day, promised,
as a sop to me, a tramway and a bridge
111 my district. I would like to informn
the miember for East Fremantle that
before I ever thought of resigning mly

*seat and offering myself for re-election,
these particular works were promised;
indeed, they were promised before the
Premier took his last trip to the Mlirehi-

*son; so the member for East Fremantle
is not altogether right in asserting that
the Government have tin-own out a sop to
me or- my electors. I have, very much
pleasure in supporting the adoption of
the Address-ini-Reply.

MR. KENNY (North Murchison); It
was not iny intention to have said any-
thing, onl the motion for the adoption of
the Addness-in-Replv; not that there is
not plenty of mnaterial to speak (on, but
for, thei siple reason that I, with all duet
respect to those who hold different
oilnionis, look on this debate as so niun-][
waste tiue. This debate is arelic of
political bairbarism, and the sooner it is
disposed of and forgotten, the soomieriwe

*Will get to business. But, folowing the
exanqile of mtany other hon. members, it
may not be out of place for me to make
at fewv remarks on this occasion. I must
confess, however, that as; a member of
the Opposition 1, like Othello. feel a
great deal of my occupation is gone.
First of all the Speech covers such anl

Iimmense field that I can only pretend to
deal with but a small portion of it; again,
there are so many good things prmiised
that it is difficult to find fault with them.
I was both pleased and edified with the
manner in which the Address-in-Repl y
was mnovedl 1)' the mnenmber for Coolgatrdie
(Mr-. Morgans). We aill listened it, thaqt
bon.- imember with every attention and
with a good deal of profit. T Was

*most pleased With his remarks in regard-I
timte great benefit the publlic batteries

will he t i thi. working lien andl
prospectors on the goldfields, inatsmuch
as I. was always led to believe that the
bell.- mel ier, b eill'gaa(pitahist himiiself
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and the representative of capital, would
ever and always take, a very strong side
against the establishment of public
batteries. Now, however, I have no
hesitation in saying that the remarks of
the member for Coolgardie on this
question did credit to both his head and
his heart, and if other representatives of
capital in the House, and representatives
of labour were all to show that same
honest, straightforward consideration for
each other, we would hear very little of
splits or wnpleasatnesses betwveen capital
and labour. I notice it is the intention
to continue the public battery policy,
and onl this decision I congratulate
the Government, because from experience
I can say that so far this particular
policy has lbeen a great success. I was
sorry to hear the member for North Cool-
gardie (Mr. Gregory) make such very
strong complaints against certain Governl
menit officials connected with the public
batteries, and more particularly was I
sorry to hear what that lion. member had
to say in regard to certain civil servants.
T1here is nothing easier thani fori a member
to stand uip and use very' sevecre expres-
sions against Civil Servamtg. I amt fully'
alive to the fact that lion. members have
a very powerful position in this respect.
but the very fact of the possession of this
power oughit to mnake uts v'erv warv in-
deced of using it. It is, as I sat-, a very
eas * matter to stand tip and blame civil
servants who have no right of reply, and,
possibly, to condemn or traduce theta in
the coluns of a newspaper we mnay own
ourselves. I hope it will be nmnyv a day
before thle House will again experience
the unpleasantness of listening to such
complaints as were made the other even-
ing by the member for North Coolgardie.
Some very harsh reflections were cast on
the management of public batteries. 1
do not think there is a representative of
the goldfields more closely in touch with
the Mines Department iii Perth than my-
self, or a imemiber who can speak with
greater experience of how the department
is conducted. I have no hesitation iii
sating that there is no more able, trust-
worthy, and hard-working member of the
service than Mr. White, the manager of
the pulblie batteries: and in regard to the
Minister of Minesa ; greait deal was said
when hie wats first appointed -and I
joi ned in thoa se remuarks and felt I wats

justified in doing so-as to his inex-
perience. To-night I am proud to say
that the lion, gentleman has made 'I
with perseverance and strict attention to
his duties what he lacked in experience, and
I amt perfectly justified in saying there
are few gentlemen who have held the
office of Minister of Mines, since the pre-
sent Government took office, who had a
better grasp of their official duties, and
that no Minister has more honestly or
straightforwardly fulflled his obligations
than the present occupant of the office.
As to the Coolgardie Exhlibition, Iliad the
pleasure of bing present both at the open-
ing and the closing ceremonies, and if the
only result of the Exhibition has been to
get together that magnificent display of
minerals, the money expiended has been
well spent, because" a, greateP advertise-
mnent to this colony it would be imupos-
sible to get. Reference is made in the
Speech to thle development of the Collie
coalfields. This is a matter on which we
'nay heartily congratullate the colony,
but, while the Government are doing
their best for the development of these
fields and I am pleased to hear that a
good coalfitid has 1been discovered near
AIIbam~v--we should not forget that on thle
Irwin we have equally good coal. I hope
the dany is not farl dlist-ant when thle
Governlienlt wvill see their way clear to
do as munch for the Irwvin as the Collie,
because I feel confident that tme foniner
fields would give an equally good return.
As to the Fremnantle harbour works and
similar undertak-ings in different parts of
the colony. tile people of Fremnantle
ought to have felt justly proud the other
day when such a magnificent vessel as
H.M.S. "'Royal Arthur" was comfortably
berthed in the riv"er. and when a very'
,great compliment was paid to the harbour
by the commnander, and later by Captain
Angus, Who haIs been sent to report as to
the shipping facilities at Fremnantle. I
hope the time is near when not only the
German line of mail steamers, but 'also
the vessels of thle P. and 0. and
Orient lines, will he seen at Frenmantle.
Onl the question of water supply I
must say a lot has been dlone, nmore
particularly' on the goldfields, but I re-
spectfumllv remind the Government that
M tab remains to he dione. I hope that
iii the coining year-, when tile Govern-
mtent -are turin g tii r atention to thle
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question of water supply throughout the
colony, they will not forget the promise
they made a short time ago to see what
cotild he done in the way of a healthy
water supply for Geraldton. The miem-
her for that constitueucy is not here.

.MR. MoAw -: Who is he?~
MR. KENNY: The hon. member will

know next week, and as the niember for
Geratdton is not here, lion. members will
excuse mhe for saying these few words in
his absence. I also note that reference
is made in the Speech to what has been
done in the way of boring for water on
the goldfields. I hope the Government
will this r ear see their way clear not only
to continue the system of! prospecting for
water, but to go further, and supply bor-
ing apparatus to ptospectors in goldfields
centres. Pamh sure that would be a step
in the right direction, and tend to the
discovery of payable leads and other
resources, s uch as have been discovered. in
the eastern goldfields. While many people
characterise the Perth branich of the Royal
Mint as a, costly toy, I certainly think it a
splendid advertisement that the colony
should not only produce gold, bat mint it,
and send itbro'adcastthroughiout theworid.
In reference to post and telegraph exten-
sion, the Government will. permit me to
thank them for the telegraph line erected
from Nannine to Peak Hill, and also for
the line about to be commenced from
Nannine to the Star of the East Mine ;
and I am sure the Government will find%
1)oth lines give a good return for the
outlay. I look on the question of
federation as too important and too great
to be handled lightly on an occasion like
this at the eleventh hour of the debate on
the Address-ini-Reply. Erelong federa-
tion will come before the House in a
different form, and then I will do my best
to give my opinions on this all-important
subject. Before I sit down I would like
to say one word in regard to some -very
harsh remnarkcs which have been made on
the action of the Opposition in regard to
the amendment recently moved on the
Address-in-Reply. I can say for myself,
and I am confident I am speaking at
least for the majority of the Opposition,
that the only object was to point out to
the Government a grave omission in the
Governor's Speech, and to suppiy that
omission. In the Speech no reference
war, u-ade to mny arrangement to refer

the Federal Bill to the people, and the
Opposition endeavoured to supply the
onussion. That alone was the intention
withi which the amendment was tabled.
It hats often been said, and with a great
amiount of truth, that we ha;ve no politics
in Westei-n Austrlia-that the policy of
Western Australia, is one of " loaves and
fishes." That may have been true up to
the present time, and I can scarcely b*eeve
that the samne Government is in power
to-day, as were in power twelve mon01ths ago.
When I read that it is the intention of
the Government to lay upon the table a
Bill providing for th improvement of
ruLI lands, a Bill for encouraging local
industries, a Bill for free education, a Bill
for promo6tin Sunday observance, which
will more particularly apply to the gold-
fields, a Bill dealing with foreign com-
panies' local registers, a. Bill providing
for a, dividend tax, a Conciliation Board
Bill, at Trades Union Bill, a. Bill dealing
'with the pernicious truck system so much
in vogue on the timber stations, and in
connection with other large companies in
the colony, a Public Service Bill, in
favour of which I had the honour of
tabling a miotion sonic twelve months ago,
a Bill amending the Electoral Act, and a
Redistribution of Seats Bill, I can only
saty that sad will be the day and low
indeed the standard of party government
when at member of tile Opposition refuses
to grmmtnt honest support to any Govern-
ment which will introduce such mneasures
as we find here.

SEVERAL MVEMBERS: Hfear, hear.
Mu., A. FORREST: Come over to this

side of the House.
Ma. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : It is

very refreshing to hoar such an expression
of opinion as has just be-en uttered by
the Opposition "1whip " in reference to
this liberal program me of the Govern -
mnent. He feels as I do on this matter.
Western Australia, which has for the
past four or five years been put-
ting up somte very' large records, is
goingP to put up another record. I
do not think any country or any
colony in the world ever had such a pro-
graniue of liberal and democratic measnres
placed on the table for its delectation, as we
have this session. We have in paragraph
19 of tile Speech proposals for our con-
siileration, and we hope our adoption,
which have tken. the other colonies
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twenty years to arrive at; and there is
no mistaike, as I said before, that Western
Australia, if she carries out that pro-
grmme this session, as I hope we shall,
wvill have established at world's record for
the enactment of liberal legislation in the
course of a session. We have already
established a record in the way of public
works development; wye have established
at record by undertaking a gigantic scheme
such as the world has never seen beore; we
have established a record, and we are
going to hold anid keep it, for the output
of gold in Western Australia; and now
we have the Forrest Government pro-
posing this List of Bills wvlich has just
been react by the member for North
Murchison (Mr. Kenny). The thanks of
the country are due tio the Government,
if they so manage this House during the
session as to place these measures on the
statute book of Western Australia; and
it will be har-d indeed to find any
grounds, either of public. expediency' or of
democratic sentiment, onl which to unseat
the Government wheni they again go
before the country. I do not know what
more we need require. A good and
vigilant Oppositiou have b)en able,
through their advocacy, to impress upon
the Government time necessity for all this
liberal legislation. The Opposition of
the country have done their work very
well indeed; arid the result serves to
show and to prove that the existence
of anl Opposition -a solid and obedient
Opposition-is of some. benefit to the
country, after al

A MEMaBER :It is a disobedient Oppo-
sition.

MR. MORAN: I decline to say any-
thing about that. It is not fair.

MR. KENNY: Hear, hear.
MR. MORAN: It is not for us to

endeavour to put in order the houses of
others, for we have a fairly big handful
to look after on this side of the House
and in the Government, without bother-
ing about the Opposition.

MR. VOSPER: Hear, hear.
MR. MORAN : I am sorry the mlember

for East Perth (Mr. James) did not also
put up a record this evening by remain-
ing in the Chamber, just for once in a
while, after he had said his say, to hear
what other members might say a~bout it ;
but I fear we shiall have to wvait a good
deal longer before %re get the menmber 1er

East Perth to debate any subject in this
House. The hon. meimber is'well worth
listening to, but he does not care to glive
the same privilege or extend the same
courtesy to others as they do to him. I
do not know whether to impuite it to
carelessness; I cannot impute it cowardice,
for we know the hon. member is not a
coward; but it is a great pity that lie
does not debate a little more, that he does
not wait here to see what effect his re-
marks have had on the House. No
notice need be taken of his further
overflow this afternoon with regard to
federation. We all know hie is an ar-
dent federalist; but when he propounds
the startling theory' - as he did this
afternoon in reference to the delegates
sent to Sydney and Melbourne to the
Federal Conventions and as to hon. mei-
hers who elected themn-by saying in such
a dignilied way that it is anl awful thing
for- anyone, to dare to interfere with the
Bill to which those delegates consented
when t hey were over there, then I must
say the hou. wembher is going too far.
His words were these--" It does not lie
in the months," said he. ' of any elector
to extend or interfere with the work done
by the elected " -the delegates. In other
words, the mecmiers of this Parliament
elected certain delegates. I did not. vote.
but I was then a member. We elected
those delegates; and the lhon. memiber
(Mr. Jamies) propounds the startlingr
theory that no elector has any right to
interfere with, or to say a word about,
what those delegates have done.

MR. I.J AKE: I do not think lie said
that.

MR. MORAN: I took the words down.
Ile said " It does not lie in the mouth
now of any manl to talk about terms,
when we sent delegates over there, and
after the work they have done." That is
what he said, exactly: there is no doubt
about that. What m delightful thing it
would be form jemlbers of Parliament. if
we could apply that theory to our electors;
if we could gag our electors so that none
of them could ever say a word about what
we had done in this House ? Would it
not be anl Elysium for the poor unfortu-
nate member of Parliamnent, if hie could
instil. that theory into the bosoms of his
own constituents, that nothing he did
could be afterwards questioned? The
Positioni is exactly thme same here; for we
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elected certain delegates, we sent them
there to do their duty, and we ex-
pected that every delegae would do his
duty. Whether they did or not, they
can best answer to themselves; but it is
surely a new theory to say that this
House parted for ever with any privilege
it might have to review the work done
by its own elected delegates, after they
came back. We are not only asked to
swallow this theory, but to give away the
privilege of the Parliament of Western
Australia as lvell; yet the lion. member
himself saysa, ' Why not discuss this
Bill ? Why jiot have it down, and dis-
cuss it at the greatest length possible ?"
So, lie himself controverts his own
theory, for be said, "Let us have the
Bill down, and let us. discuss it here.'
Bitt to what end shll we discuss that
BillF

MR. ILLLNGwoRTH: We cannot amend
'it.

Ma. MORAN : To what end are we
going to discuss the Hill' What is the
object of bringing the Bill before Parlia-
ment at all ? If the House in their
wisdom see fit to alter that Bill, I want
to know what reastan on earth is there
why they should not alter it ?

MR. TLLINOWORiLH: We have never
abrogated owr right to alter it.

MR. MORAN: Precise]ly. Have we
abrogated ow- individual rights as mnem-
hers of this HouseP If so, hlow have
we abrogated them, and for what
reason?

THE FRiumun: Rear, bear.
Mu. MORAN : Is it because thei-e is

a lprecedent set us by the other Austra-
ban colonies ? I say certainly not.
We have not a single precedent in
all the Australian colonies. As a
visitor to Western Australia at the
present time, we have a member of
the New South W~ales Legislature,

arepresentative (if the Labour Pairty
there. I think several members have
met hint in Perth, and vvez-e pleased to
extend to him at hearty welcome. 'Ibis
gentlentian appears Ito ne to lie a mal
who would do his cluty* to his electors,
and certainly belongs to a party in New
South Wales who have done a great deal
for that colony,' and who have d]one great
and good work in liberal ising legislation in
their own Pa&rliamiient; and who, no mat-
ter how extremei their views mnav be

considered, have never been aecused of
want of loyalty or patriotism to the
colony of New South Wales. The same
observations apply to nil the labour par-
ties in Australasia. These men are en-
thusiasts, but I have never doubted their
earnesitness on behalf of their own
country, and their honesty in working
for the interests of those whom they, re-
present. I think this is only a just
tribute to pay to thle labour parties of
New Soitth Wales, Victoria, Queensland,
and South Australia. Their views may
not agree with those of other members;
they iay take extreme social views, and
advance democratic views, but they c-er-
tainly take honest views, and& as far as
we know they are in touch with their
electors. This gentleman of whom I
spoke belongs to one party in New South
Wales who offered the most strenuous
opposition to the Federal Enabling Bill
in that colony, and who did their level
best to have their views imprinted on the
Bill; and not only that, but, in the con-
stituencies of some of them, a large and
overwhelming majority declared for the
Bill, although their own representatives
declared against it. The men in that
colony, understand public life. Although
thle individual voters of those electorates
declared for federation, they' did not seek
to gag their representatives in the House;
nor do these men now seem to be at all
afraid that they have earned the ill- will
of their constituients by seeldug to impose
on the Bill the views of the parliamentary
labour part y. They, did their best to
icorporate those views in the measure,

and they went dlown; they, had not the
power; but it was only a chance that
they did not have the power, more
especially in Queensland, where they
would probably have succeeded had it
not been for the defection of one mem ber;
and it was only by the merest chance
that the Federal Bill was not altered in
some of the other Houses of Parliament.
And why' was it not alteredi Simply
because the mnajoi-ity of the members
were not there to alter it; but thtere was
no question of their power or of their
constitutional right to do so.

THE PnEbtiER: Hear, hear.
MRt. LEAKE, Each Parliament altered

the draft bill.
THF, PitEbLJERt Theyv tried to do it,

btmt were unsucesiul.

Si2th day of Debale.[ASSEMPLY.]
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MRs. MORAN: The leader of the Oppo-
sition is perfectly right; but then he sayvs
to uts that we maust therefore not seek to
alter this Bill, although it is going to
bind this colony for all time-for genlera-
tions to collie!

THE PREMIER: For ever and ever.
MR. MORAN: For hundreds of years.

We must not alter it-why P Because
we should incommode the other colonies
in so doing. I admit the awkwardness
of the position; but what did Mr. George
Reid, of New South Wales, do in the
mother colony ? Did he scruple for
one moment to alter the Hill there?
Anid what have we heard in this House?
I am not ait liberty to refer to a prior
debate which took, place this session;
but I have heard the leader of the
Opposition himself say that, had it not
been for the action of Mr. George
Reid, federation would now be an accom-
phshed fact. Therefore Mr. Reid set
hack thle handl Of time; and for what
end? In order that some absolutely
material gains should lie granted to New
South Wales; in order that all the privi-
leges and all the fone v, and all the
inlfluencie, which belong to a great federal
capital, should flow into New South
\Vales; -in order that ll] the wvages of the
federal city' should be spent there ; in
order that all the cost of building at great
cit-y, as I have said, should bie incurred
in New South WVales. That is at material
atdvantage, and Mr. George Reid did not
scruple to defeat thle referendum in New
South Wales by making essential a inii-
imni vote which lie knew would never be

reached. That is a great example, surely.
Tits PRErRR: He altered the mini-

iLuom from sixty thousand to eighty
thousand.

MR. MORAN: Yes; to ant impossible
number, which, he knew at the timue could
not be reached; and what did he do
afterwards?' He cololly1 set to work and
asked all the other Premiers of Australia
to meet him. in order that they night
discuss the Bill. To what end, In
order that every amendment which the
Premiers inade to the Federal Bill should
hie in the interests of New South Wales
and Victoria-principally of New South
Wales; so that those colonies should lie
in an absolute mtajority at tile mieeting
of the Federal Parliament. What does
that mlean ? It mueans that New South

Wales and Victoria, owing to their large
Ipopulations, could swamp the rest of
AustrLlia. If it does not muean that,
what does it mean? It is simply a
step towards unification. George Reid
did not scruple to achieve those ends;
but on the other baud, the Labour Party
ini New South Wales eudeavoured to set
the stamp of their approval on the Bill,
coupled with anl addendum sad some
other proposaswhc they wanted to

incoporte iththe mneasure. The par-
titular object of the Labour Party in New
South Wales was that they wanted to
miake the Bill more democratic than it is
at present; they endeavoured to wipe out
altogether the State rights. There is no
federal constitution in the world to-day
at all approaching thle proposed federl
constitution of Australia-not one. There
is no constitution ini the world where the
Upper House hats not the power of veto.
That powver is taken from the Upper
House in the federal constitution; and
the Labour Party of New South Wales,
acting upl to their professed principles,
of which the ride bly absolute majority is
one-endeav'cured to have that principle
inco.rjporatedl in a~ clause providing that,
OIL the questiou of anl ainentbiient of the
constitution, the majority should rule,
altogether independent of where the votes
were. Ta other words they said: let
there be at United vote against the amend-
clout oIf thle cons8titution inl WVest Ajis-
tralia, in Tasmania. in South Australia-
I think I maly also include Queenislanld,
and still bie honest-and if those four
colonies vote against an amiendmnent, and
there bie a unanimous vote for the amnend-

i inent in Victoria and New South Wales,
that almendment will be carried. That
is the clause the Labour Party in New
South Wales ebdeavoured to plut in, sand
they were only following out their pro-
fessed principle that there shall be a
united Australia, and that the majority
shall rule inl all cases.

A MlEMSieR: That is not federation.
MR. MORZAN: I ag~ree that it is nlot

federation : it is unlification. Still, the
Labour Party did not scruple to endea-
vour to get this inserted in the Bill, and
they were acting honestly. But I take it
that in Western Australia we do4 not wish
to destroy States rights, and, if States
rights are destroyed, only three or four
years will elapse before trouble begins.
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There is no federation in the world. where
the Upper House is nullified as in the
Australian federation: and our Premier
was at the Conference of Premiers where
the only shred of power left to the Upper
House was destroyedl. The Premier is a
democrat, a notorious Radical of the
worst kind, for we nierd only look at
Clause 19 to see that he 11 out-Herods
Herod": and Charlie Kingston is not

in it" with him. What I wish to point
out to the member for East Perth is
that we ouly' wish for the privileges
that are possessed by all other parlia-
menits; and that is altogether inde-
pendent of the belief we hold as to
whether we should alter the Federation
Bill or not. I do not say for one moment
whether I am prepared to alter the Bill or
not, or whether it is ats perfect ats the
brain, intellect, and knowledge of the
world can mnake it, but there is only one
great question to be considered, and it is
that we have not absolute States rights in
the Comm ionwealth of Australia. They
have gone; and, once we federate, they
will be gone for ever, Let that be borne
in mind, that when thle Upper House dis-
agc-rfes with thie Lower Houise, it may be dis-
solved, and, in thle event of a deadlock,
inem hers of both Houses am to sit to-
gether, there being a. large Lower House
and at small Upper House, anti the
majority will rule.

MR. LEAKE: How does that destro~y
State rightsir

Map. MORAN : If the hion. member
does not know, I will not tell him.

MR. LE:AKS: I did not wish to inter-
rupt.

MR. MORAN: I quite uniderstanld
that. I do not wish to go into a long
disserta-tion on the Bill, hut the hion.
member can see that the power of the small
States is in America conserved in the
Upper Chamber. In every federal Con-
stitution in the world that I know of, the
Upper House can conserve States rights,
having die power of veto; and, during
the term. for which they are elected, iem-
bers cannot lie shifted. Can the Senate
of New South Wales be interfered withP
Not at all. There it remains, solid as at
rock, from thle time of its election.
WhI~at will happen in federated Australia

as soon as a, difference occurs ? The Gov-
ernor mar dissolve both Houses, the
l)on'erfil weapon~l Of diss0iL1tiOli Jiaiigiflg

over the Senate the same as over the
Lower House. If that were all, it would
not matter so much, because, no doubt, the
smnaller colonies would send hack the same
well-tried and good men; but, under the
Comonowealth Bill, what will. be the use
of sending back the same men after a
general electionP It will be simply a
waste of time, because the members of
the Senate and the members of the tower
House will sit together, the Lower House
consisting of 70, 80, or 90, and the smaller
House of 30 inembers; and, no doubt,
the senators for New South Wales and
Victoria, coinbined with the big majority'
in the Lower House, will defeat thle
wishes of the smaller States. Is not that
plain ? That does not prevail in any
other con stitution. I am not giving mny
views on the Federal Bill, bitt pointing

pout that State rights will no longer exist
under federation. Surely this is a serious
matter, and worthyv the consideration of
the House, is it not'? It is abig change
in the politics of the world, andit is the
first time it has ever been introduced in
modern historv. It is the first grand
stride, in federation towards; simple
majority rule, independent of State rights
altogether.

MR. Vos P.ER: Tihere has b)een a change
in the Bill which waS never sanctioned.

MR. MORAN:- I have said thjat snc It
is the case, and we have to blamne our
Premier for being one of the consenting
parties. I do not know exactly what Was
done; but I think the Premiers decided
in favour of' simple majority rule in the
meeting of the two Houses in cases of
deadlock.

AMEMB3ER: Prvos , the provision
ithe Bill was that there Should he, a

three-fifthis vote.
Mn. MORAN: Yes; it was to be a

three-fifths vote, and now there is to be
a simple majority rule. Mr. Reid gained
a great and magnificent point for where
the coal of Newcastle is there will be a
large Centre of population, as is the case~
in the eastern and westen States of
America.

A MEXBEsn: How about Collie Coal ?
MR. MORAN: I am asked about

1Collie coal. It is not wise to prophesy,
but let we say that as soon as the
bounties and duties are altogether swept
away, the Collie coal may find it difficult
to compete agfainstt tile Newcstle coal.

[ASSEMBLY.] Sialh day of Debate.
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If the Labour party could have altered
the Federal Bill they would have done so,
and if any party in this Chamber like to
try and alter the Bill, are they doing any-
thing wrong?

A MEMBER: Certainly not.
MR. MORAN: There is no obligation

on the part of this Parliament to swallow
the Federal Bill, notwithstanding that
our Premier was at the Federal Con-
vention, and that nine other delegates
were sent there because we thought they
were good in.

THE PREMIER: It was never intended
to bind Parliament.

MR. MORAN: I quite agree that so
far as regards the power and influence of
the inember for East Perth, it would have
been just as well if an ordinary elector of
Perth had been there. We wasted money
in sending more than two or three dele-
gates. Why could we not have sent the
Premier with nine proxies in his pocket,
and let him vote every time? He was
the only man who spoke.

THE PREmiER: The delegates did not
always vote with ine.

Mu. MORAN: They might have been
brought lip to vote.

MR. JAMES: I would like to stand in
the colony against the Premier.

MRt. MORAN: Don't lose your hair.
Let the galled jade wince." I certainly

am not agitated abort the mnatte- at all.
I dlid not even vote for- one of the
delegates, for at the time I thought they
should be elected by the people, and
therefore I declined to vote. Probably
when the Bill is before the country, the
member for East Per-th will not have all
the virtue of dealing, with the question
from an intellectual standpoint. I am
only' sory lie dlid not display the samie
energy and attention to the interests of
Western Australia when hie was at the
Convention, and when his voice would
have been heard, as he is displaying now.

THE PREMIER: Hear, hear.
MR. JAMES: I was the only one who

had the courage to ask for terms. That
is a nasty jar for you.

MR. MORAN: Whiat do you think of
a man who goes once sand asks for terms,
and never appears afterwards ?

MR. VospEn: He got excellent terms
for Western Australia.

MRt. MORAN: Be got excellent terms,
and I am not quarrelling with the lion.

member, who must not get so bitter ove-
this matter. I am simpl y pointing (lut
that Western Australia is in the same
position as all the other colonies, for they
have all tried to have their say on the
Federal Bill, aiid if the majority of
mnemnbers in this House ai-e able to speak
on the Bill, let them do so; but let us
not have mnembers comning into Parlia-
mnent and saying Parliament has one
thing. to do, and only one-to bring the
Bill down and never open the covers, but
send it to the people. I assert that the
duties of Parliament should not be
abrogated in that way. Parliamient is
supposed to be for the discussion of
everything that is for the welfare of
Western Australia. and if Western
Australia is to form part of federated
Australia, it is the plain duty of Parlia-
nment to deal with the Bill the same as
the other colonies have dealt with it.

MR. WILSON: That is what we want
to do.

MR. MORAN: I suppose you do; and
I give the lion, member every credit for
that- It would be an insult to his intel-
lect if he were told that he was to be de-
harred rrom discussing this question as a
representative of the people. The rights
of Western Australia should be placed
first, and those of Australia. as a whole
second; and if Western Australia be called
upon to make some small sacrifice for the
greater aim in view, of course it may do
so. I wish to clearly establish mny position
in this matter, and I reserve to myself the
right to either support the Bill as a whole
or to support any amendments for the
benefit of Western Australia, which will
not hinder federation, but still bring us
into union with the other colonies. Twill
say no more on the Federal Bill except
this. There is a. rumour or a feeling
throughout the colony that the female
vote is going to be exer-cised on the Bill;
but I would point out that it is impossible
for women to vote on the Bill if we are
to deal with it this session, because as
soon1 as we give the ladies of Western
Australia a chance to vote, we cease to be
an executive body. Parliament has to be
dissolved immediately we change the Con-
stitution. I point this out because it is
very largely held all round the country
that the Oovernment are making pre-
parations whereby votes may be given on
the Feder-al Bill by the ladies of Western
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Australia, alway' s so abl 'y championed by'
the member for East Perth, who I have
no doubt wishes them to have a voice in
this mnatter, and I should have no objec-
tion to their expression of opinion on it.

MRt. ]ILTJNOWORTH: The Bill must go
home.

MR. MORAN: The Bill must go home;
and I repeat that when we alter the Con-
stitution, we are non est ats a body. Let
it be clearly understood by the countrv
that if the presenrt Parliament is to settle
the question, thme women cannot have a
vote on it. Beyond thatt, this great ques-
tion arises. Why should John Jones,
who has been forty-seven years in Western
Australia, and happens not to be on the
roll because lie has changed about with
regrard to residence, not have at voice
in saying whether Western Australia
should federate or not ? Whyv should
the votes of only those who are on
the roll be taken?~ That is at point
to be considered. This is a question for
the whole of Australia, and not a ques-
tion of local politics. It may be thought
1)radeflt by this House to take only the
male adult, vote on this question; for if
Parliament likes to depart from what the
eastern colonies have dlone, and ay that
the votes of the whole adult population
of the colony, both mnale and female, shall
be taken on this question, such at thing
can be done. The referendum has no-
thing to do with our constitution, aind if
this Parliament wishes to get the female
vote on the federal question, there is a
way of doing it: let Parliarrent declare
that the referendum be taken of the
adult population, both male and female.
This is a big question for us to consider.

Tan PREMISER: You must have lists,
otherwise some people might vote twice.

MR. MORAN: It is not impossible
to get lists prepared and sent round, but
that is not the point upon which I am
addressing the House: I am speaking of
taking the voice of the female population
on this question, which could be done
without giving women a vote for Parlia-
moent. I have no more to say on federa-
tion. I want to urge upon the Attorney
General to do something in reference to
at district court judge for the goldfields.
We passed legislation somne time ago to
enable the Government to appoint a
travelling Judge for this work. It has
cost the Government tens of thousands

od pounds in witnesses' fees alone, and
the lawyers are getting the blame for
these costs, but they do not get a, penny'
of the money: it all goes in witnesses'
fees. This monre y is paid away to people
who have to conie to Perth in connection
with various cases, and it is a crying
shame that it should be so. I am not
blaming the Government altogether, but
it is high time the Government took
notice of this matter and gave life to the
Act which wve passed some months ago.
Matters like this make the goldfields
people restless and irritable; they have at
grievance. What are the conditions?9
We have a beautiful railway With sleeping
carriages, splendid hotels at Kalgoorlie
and Coolgardie, hotels equal to any in
Perth, yet rather than send one man en
to the goldfields, people have to travel
hundreds of miles and it costs thousands
of pounds to bring the people to Perth.
In New South Wales and Queensland the
district court judges have to travel
many miles on horseback, in coach,
and in many other ways to attend
the courts. Although the three Judges
which we have cannot do the extra
work, it ought not to be impossible
to find a member of the bar in Western
Australia with sufficient knowledge of
mnining- law to hear cases after they have
left the warden's court. May I sug-
gest to the Attorney General that if hie
be tired of public life at the present time,
and if he could-

MR. Vosrs: "If your honiour pleases."
MR. MlORAN: If" his honour" pleases,

and if lie cares to follow in the lines of
the other colonies and take the privilege
which the Attorney General has, we feel
sure he will do this work well. With
his knowledge of the mining laws of
Victoria during the number of years he
lived there, and his knowledge of the
miing laws of Western Australia, I am
sure he would secure justice for us. Then
there is the leader of the Opposition, who
is a judge in his very appearance: he is
" after the manner born," has a judicial
mind, and I am perfectly certain would
carry on the work which was done so well
by his respected father in Western Aus-
tralia. But we know these two gentlemen
are not going to be relegated to positions
of this kind: we only wish they would
accept such positions. Of course we
should 1)e sorry to lose them, but semite-
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bod -y must take tip this work for the
peace of the people, and the saving of
time and money. I hope the Government
will take notice of this matter, and I hope
to hear this session from them On
this subject. I am going to introduce
one more subject to the attention of the
House, and it is a subje~ct on which I feel
most strongly indeed. We are endea-
vouring, and are doing a great work,
in lbuildi~ng up a yeomanry in Western
Australia; I believe that during the
last two years there has been miore
land settlement going on in Western
Australia. than in any other colony ; but
the best piece of land, and that which
could be most easily cleared, is situated
between Perth and Geraldton, and does
uot belong to us. I refer to the Midland
Railway Company's land, which is a sore
grievanlce to everyone who has thle best
interests of the country at heart.

THE PREEJER: The land is not as
gfood as you say.

Ma. MORAN: It is good land, and I
have taken the opinion of men who make
a living on the land. I know that no
one in the coloniy knows the country so
wvell as the Premier does.

Tna PREMIER: Some of it is veryv
good land.

MIR. MORAN: There is some very
good land there. Is there any land in
the south-western district as good as the
Midland land? It will cost £20 to clear
an acre of laud in the south-west, while
it will only cost 20s. to clear land here.
The fact remains that the people want to
take this land but cannot. Let me give
the House a few facts. This company to
build 275 miles of railway line was
granted 3,000,000 bdd acres of land.
Originally the company was supposed to
take the land in the usual form for land-
grant railways, a block on this side and
then a -block on the other, leaving blocks
between; but what did the company do ?,

THE PREMIER: They left hal the
frontage.

MR. MORAN: What did they doP
First the contract was altered by which
the company took all the land on one side.
I ant not going to state a case for the coat-
pany, I am not going to make it anyv worse
or any better than it is- perhaps I might
make it a little worse for them if I could.
This railway company changed the route
of die line, and having taken all the land

on (oie side, when they camne to a place
cal led Dougara they crossed over the line
and took all the best laud there, and at

ipresent there are not five iureS of good
land left in this place. This company will
uot let settlement go on to the laud: they
give nO terms iLt all, only tivelve-m~ouths
terms.

Ma. VospEx : WVhat is the object of
that ?

MR. MORAN: I will tell you what is the
object. The company giVe YOU a certain
right terminable at a mnonth's notice on
either side, which is a disgrace: there
ifs no system of landlordism in the old
country which can be compared to that
which the Midland Railway Company are
endeavouring to establish in Western
Australia. The company do not want
sf-ttlement, but the laud is being tranls-
ferred from one company to another. At
present the Midland Railway Company
hold 2,000,000 acres of land, and it is be-
ing held for one purpose only, so that the
company can foist it on to somebody else.

MR. DOHERY: The company cannot
sell it.

MR. MORAN: They can sell it.
Ma. DoHERTY: They cannot.
Ma. MORAN: If they cannot, that is

all the worse. The fact remains that the
sons; Of settlers living along the railway
line to-day, I ami informed, have en-
deavoured to get a piece of the land upon
which to settle, but these men have not
been able to get the land, and now they
have to go away to other parts of the
country to obtain agricultural land.
Young men who have been born in the
district are obliged to leave it. The
district has a thoroughly reliable rainfall
of 16 or 17 inches, which is nearly
double the rainfall onl some of the best
land in Victoria, and South Ausitralia, and
the land is eminently suited for wheat
growing. While we may deal with
federation we should not neglect onr duty
in this House, and if there is any way in
which to throw the Midland Company's
land open for settlement, we are bound,
as guardians of the interests of the people
of this country, to do so, at any cost. Uf a
miining company took up a piece of ground
on the gold fields and failed to do anything
with that laud, it would be forfeited with-
out any compunction whatever. The
Midland Railway Company are the biggest
giabling comnpainy in Western Ans-
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tralia. We have not only given them
3,000,000 acres of land to build a line
276 miles long, but the land which we
have given them at even 5s. per acre
would be worth £750,000. It can never
be said that we were harsh in our deal-
ings with the company. We guaranteed
their bonds, guaranteed them uip to half
a million of money, and this amount of
money would hlave built the whole of that
railway to-day. Will anyone tell me that
we could not have built that line to
Geraldton for £2600,000. 1 have been
along that line and there are no more
engineering difficulties along it than there
are along the goldfields line. Thle Mm-
her for Central Murchison (Mr. Thing-
worth) says that the company have spent
£600,000 on the line: that is only
£100,000 above what I1 gave them credit
for. We owe the company nothing.
We have given them the land, and they
have gambled with it aud they are hold-
ing it now to foist it on somebody ese,
while the country to-day is starIng for
the want of produce. We cannot grow
enough for our own requirements, and yet
here is the choicest piece of countr in
Western Austala block-el up by gam-
lers and sharks who are trading on the
good name of Western Australia! It is
time that tis cainc to anl end. We find
amongst the measures mentioned in the
Governor's Speech a laud tax:- this is a
powerful weapon in dealing with such
l-and as that belonging to the Midland
Railway Cwnpaa *v; and if ever a land tax
was justified in the interests of good
settlement, it is justified in this case. It
may force the company to do something
with their land, and the land tax should
be placed thick and heavy on that coin-
p)any's land. Before leaving this subject
I wish to state that the best thing that
can be dlone for this colony, is to vote for
clearing out of this country the greatest
pack of men who are not honest, and
whose intentions are to have a huge
gambleand "hang theconsequence." That
is all I have to say on this question.
Finally, I offer my heartiest congratu-
lations to the Government for the most
liberal programme ever laid before this
House; and I also offer my congratu-
lations to the Opposition, the'members of
which have always advocated the ineain-es
now promised. We are now free to
admit that the Government are doing

Iwhat any good Government would do,
and what the Victorian Government have
done, namely, accede to the wishes of the
whole of the House, including the

*Opposition; and, without bringing about
any change of the legislative mlachinery'
at a period so close to a dissolution, thle
Government are introducing measures
which bring Western Australia at one
bound on a level with the most demo-
o ratic Governments of Australia, and

Ibefore many other democratic Govern-
inents. I offer my heartiest support

*to the programme set before us, and
if ever I felt during the six years I
have been in Parliament that I could give
a whole-souled support to the Govern-
ment I feel that I canl do so this session.
The Government have dlone good work.
They have cut down the expenditure and
have endeavoured to meet objections

Iraised by the Opposition, and I offer the
Government my support in carrying the
grandest programme of legislation ever
offered to a liberal Assembly in Australia.

THEi COMM'ISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell): I desire
to say a few words on the important
questions which have been discussed in
this debate. First, in regard to the great
federation question, it must be very pleas-
ing to bon. members, as it is to myself and
others who have given consideration to the
subject, that people are now recognising
that, however good federation may be
for Australia as a whole, the Common-
wealth Bill should be discussed, clause by'
clause, in the interests of the people here.
As time goes on, lion. mienmbers and the
public recognise, there are clauses in the
Bill -which, however good for the other
colonies, are inifinitely bad for Western
Australia. I feel sure we all realise how
it is that astute men, who have in the
other colonies given this great question
study year after year, are only now
awalkeninigto the fact that these blemishes
exist in the Federal Bill. It is not my
design to enter into the details of thec
measure. Ron. members in this House
and throughout the country have ven-
tured to point out in plain terms the
blots that exist in the Bill, and howv fatal
it would be to the best interests of
Western Australia were these blots in the

-measure not removed before we enter into
this solemn contract. I am second to
none iii my desire for a united Australia.
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I hope to see, even in mev time, federation
an accomplished fact, and I desire to
point out that when we grow wildly
patriotic over the cry for a united Airs-
tralia we are apt to forget that a share of
patriotism is due to the country in which
we live and move and have our being.
There are gentlemen in this House who
have in unmistakable language pointed
out the great blemishes in the Federal
Bill, but there are others who, although
they attended the Conventions, have not
had the moral courage to do this. I rejoice
that my friend the Premier is not amongst
the latter. He has given keen study to
the question for years, said he is manly and
frank enough to admit that federation on
the lines proposed in the Bill would not
only disorganise his fiscal policy but be
fatal to other interests. Never has there
been a time in the history of Western
Australia when the best initerests of the
colony more demanded that we should
be altogether unhampered in our fiscal
policy, unhampered in our public works
policy, our railway policy, and in our
freedom to develop our resources. The
Bill, as now drawn, would have just the
opposite effect, because it would dlisorga-
nise ('Mr fiscal policy and hamper our
usiltae policy, while taking away from

asteprivilege the other colonies have
possessed for many years of building up
their resources, and would hand us over
bound hand and foot to the tender mer-
cies of those other States.'- I am very
much in earnest in this question, not only
as one who has foreseen from the beginning
the results which I have indicated, but
as a Minister and a member of Parlia-
inent, and as a colonist who has a great
stake in and a great love for Western
Australia. I feel sure that hon. members
like the member for East Perth (Mr.
JIames) are moved by the highest motives
in the action they are taking, but I would
ask what is the colony to lose by waiting
a whileF If it be true that there are
blots in the Bill and that we are the
trustees for the people in this matter,
what in the name of common sense is to
prevent our waiting a while? Without
going into detail, it seems to me that the
only sensible course is not to move
amendments in this House, but to wait
until the other colonies have federated
and a Commonwealth Parliament has
been called into working order with power

to deal with our representations. If their
Parliament refuse to deal with our repre-
sentations and do penalise this colony-
if their Parliament do not offer us the
same privileges as if we had entered as
an original State, they will. not be doing
justice to the federal principle, and
assuredly not doing justice to the great
colony of Western Australia. When
I look back-and it takes an old West
Australian to realise this-to the condi-
tion of Western Australia nine years ago,
I can only say that the progress has been
simply magnificent. Nine years ago there
was a population of under 50,000, with
possibly less than 8,000 adult workers.
At that time a body of men, purely
Western Australian, took up the reins of
office. Then Western Australia was
under a cloud and was regarded as the
Cinderella of the group; but these men,
without ay experience of great affairs,
accepted the responsibility of developing
the latent resources of Western Australia.
And what has been the resultP With no
previous experience, this body of men,
with the present Premier at their head,
had the courage to embark on a develop-
ing and borrowing policy, which has
lifted the colony out of the " Slough of
Despond" and made our name known, not
only throughout Australia, but through-
out the whole world. I now wish to refer
to the proposed railway legislation.
There are hon. members who seem to
have doubts as to the wisdom of the
policy of embarking on the construction
of fresh railways and new public works.
I make these remarks only with the
desire to inspire hon. niembers with con-
fidence; and when they reflect on the
results of the past nine years' work, it
should give them courage to indorse the
future policy of the Government. In
dealing with this railway question I ask
myself whether our resources are worth
opening up and developing; and that is
a question which hon. members can also
ask themselves. I also ask myself
whether there is really a payable gold-
field at L~eonora and other places
proposed to be tapped by these rail-
ways. Further, I ask whether private
enterprise has had the boldness to invest
large sums of money in this colony.
If hon. members answer these questions
in the affirmative, then I say it is our
bounden duty to extend our railway
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system to these centres which need com-
munication. Hon. members talk of
cheapening the cost of living in Western
Australia, but what about cheapening
the cost of living to those people who
have gone to isolated places in this
colony, and are opening up our latent
resources ? Whiat about cheapening the
cost of the machinery required in those
places, and what about reducing the cost
of living to the toiler who is taxed a
penny in a pound on flour, and also on
eyery necessary of life ? The toilers in
Leonora and other places of the kind
ought to be considered, as well as the
artisans of Perth, or people who are
served by the railway at Ooolgardie sand
Kalgoorlie. When members think of the
amount of taxation that is reduced by
extending the railway system to such
places as I have mentioned, and compare
that reduction with the wiping away of
the food duties, I am sure they will see
that the policy of the Government is a
sound one, and the only policy that an
honourable Parliament and sensible
people would indorse. The sme re-
marks apply to our timber resources.
Who will say that a railway is not
necessary to encourage the investment of
capital in realising the wealth of our
6,000,000 acres of jarrabi and karri forest?
Is there a sensible man who will say that
the Government should hesitate to extend
the railway -system to our agricultural
areas when we have proved that the areas
exist, and that there is a demand for such
land ? If these questions are answered in
the affirmative, we should be worse than
cowards to hesitate in developing the
heritage that is placed in our hands, when
£11 ,000,000 has already been spent in
that work. We talk of taxing posterity;
but what will be found at the maturity'of
these loansP It wi]] be found that stored
Lip in London, under a wise provision,
there is a sinking fund that will enable
posterity to discharge the debts we art'
now incurring. I am not so young as
some hon. members, but I can assure the
House that I feel filled with enthusiasm
at the great possibilities before this
country ; and I wonder at brainy, keen
men I meet, men who know how to get
on in the world, hesitating to indorse the
only policy that this colony ought to
adopt at the present time. I need not
say more on the questions embraced in

His Excellency's Speech. I can only
hope that, when the railway proposals
come before Parliament, there will be
an unanimous opinion in their favour iii

*both Houses, and that it will be shown
umistakably, whatever quarrels there
may have been in the past, that those
quarrels have all been forgotten, and that

Ia railway policy is the policy of the
country. The Gover-nment in these mat-
ters do not work by rule of thumb. I
have authentic information, not only from
men in this House who have embarked
their capital, but also from people out-
side; and the Premier, following up his
great idea of knowing exactly what he is
about, has been in every centre, and satis-
fied himself that the enterprises there
were worthy the public expenditure. The
question has been raised whether federa-
tion ought to be a party matter, and I
desire to put myself straight with the
House. Thirteen or four-teen months ago
the Premier assured me that this would
not be a party question. Members must
recognise that in my action on the Bill I
knew I was free, even to oppose the
Premier; and, if it had been necessary, I
should have resigned my seat and opposed
him. If there was any one man I feared
-no, not feared, but fear-ed for-it was the
Premier of Western Australia. I did not
know how he would act when he came front
the other colonies, full to the brbnl with

'i "one people one destiny' enthusiasm.
I am glad ft say we have got past that
stage. He is true to himself, true to his
instincts, true to his colony. Hie has
been man enough, brave enough, to say.
"The Bill is not all I took it to be: let

my country be first; and, having made a
good bargain for my country, then I will
keep my promise to the Premiers across
the water, sad will do my best to bring
about what we all desire--- -a federated
Australia.'

THE: PREMIER: (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I think it was a good thing
that my friend, the member for West
Perth (Mr. Wood), adjourned the debate
the other evening, because the adjourn-
ment has afforded more time to hon.
members, and has resulted in some ex-
cellent contributions to the debaste on the
Address-in-Reply. I listened with much
pleasure to many of the speeches this
evening; and I think that we all will go
away feeling better for having had this
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opportunity - I desire first of all to con-
gratulate you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
the position you now occupy in the
absence of our old and esteemed friend,
Sir James Lee Steere. We axe glad to see
one who is so much esteemed in the colony,
both in his private capacity and as a
member of Parliament, occupying, during
the temporary absence of the Speaker, the
Chair of this House. [Several MYEM-
BEns: Hear, hear.] And I am sure you
may rely upon receiving from every hon.
member all the assistance and all the
courtesy to which you, both as a private
gentleman and as Deputy Speaker of this
House, are entitled. I desire also to
thank hon. members generally for the
wayv in which they have been good enough
to criticise the programme prepared by
the Government and set forth in the
Governor's Speech. I cannot but feel
grateful to those hon. members who have
for so mainy r ears supported the Govern-
ment which I represent in this House;
and I fully realise what was said by the
member for West Perth (Me. Wood),
that it is ant arduous duty to support
the same Government year aftLer
year. feeling perhaps thiat the Govern-
ment really have the best of the
bargain. However. I cani only say that
my thanks are due to those' hon.
'nembers who have for so long a time
accorded their undivided assistance to the
Government in carrying on the business
of the country; and I am sure I desire
to thank some bon. members opposite -
I should like to say all, but I think I
ought not to exaggerate on this occasion
-1 desire to thank especially mray friend
the member for North Murchison (Mr.
Kennoy), for the very generous speech
with which hie favoured the House this
evening. Altogether, I think I may say
I am pleased indeed with the reception
that the programme of the Government
has had at the bands of hon. members.
One somewhat humiliating incident has
happened during this session; that is the
secession of so many members from this
side of the House to the other. One I
cannot but feel somewhat regretful when
gentlemen who have long accorded a
liberal support to a party, find it neces-
sary to sever their connection with it,
whether the movement may proceed from
the Opposition benches or from the Gov-
ernment side of the House: I can only

say that, as far as I am concerned, I
feel that I have given no occasion what-
ever for those hon. members to leave the
Government benches. The reasons given
by some of them seemi to me altogether
inadequate; and it would have been much
better had they given no reasons at all.
To give as a reasou the statement that
some little thing had not been done, that
some transaction in the Mines Depart-
ment was not satisfactory, that some
buildings on a railway were not as they
ought to be, that the houses erected by
the Government for men working on
the permanent way were too good and too
comfortable, and that tents ought to be
sufficient-it seems to me that reasons
like those, which have nothing whatever
to do with the general administration of
the colony, but have reference to depart-
mental i ncidents which will occur in every
country, are most unsatisfactory and un-
convincing. It does not matter how per-
fect the machinery of a Government may
be, there will be always some cause for

Colnplaint in regard to matters of that
kind. The granting of four batteries in
the district of one hon. member, with the
fact that they did not work satisfactoArily,
has been given by that member as a reason
for his going to sit with the Opposition.
Four batteries out of nine in the whole
colony seem to have been granted to that
lion, member's district.

MR. KENNY: The grant was too much
for him.

THE PREMIER: Perhaps it was, but
at any rate they were no doubt put there
by the department because they were sup-
posed to be required in that dlistrict. I
have no doubt they were required there;
but the fact that they did not work suc-
cessfully from the start, that water was
difficult to obtain, that some machinery
broke down, and that other accidents
occurred which delayed the progress of
the batteries, seems also to have been
magnified into a grievance by the.
member for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Gregory). However, while I regret that
any hon. gentlemen should leave this
side of the House in order to take up
positions on the other, I can only say that
we on this side must try to survive the
shock.

MR. LEKKE: The hon. member *you
refer to says he is going to vote with you
still.
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Tan PREMIER: Do they?
MR. LEASE: No, not " they." He

does- the member for North Coolgardie.
'THE PREMIER: Well, if that is so,

perhaps there will not be much difference.
At any rate, as my friend the member for
West Perth has said, we know where we
are now: we have got down to what we
may term "bed rock.' We have, I be-
lieve, a very solid party', and I do not
think we will have so many adverse
motions moved on this side of the House
as were customary during last session.
At that time it seemed that we bad far
more to fear from our supporters than
from the adversary. I think we on this
side prefer to have the shots fired by the
hon. member opposite (Mr ILeake), rather
than by members sitting on this side of
the House. The best part of the discus-
Sion, and also the most important part,
has been in regard to the Subject of
federation; but hon. members who sup-
port federation seem to be in a terrible
hurry about sending it to the vote of the
People. [MR. MITCHELL: Hear, hear.]
Especially is this the case with those
members who are -altogether satisfied with
the present Federal Bill, whom I may
properly term " federationists at any
price."

111A. JAMES: " Pederationists on the
terns of the Hill." Use the exact
phrase.

THE PREMIER: Yes; federationists
on theterms of the Bill. They seem to
be in a terrible hurry lest those who do
not think with them altogether. or who
perhaps do not think with them at all,
should have as much to say in regard to
this measure as they themselves have had
to say about it. I regret to say that
there has been an attempt on the part of
the Opposition-I do not for a moment
believe that the majority of the Opposi-
tion were in favour of it, but still there has
been an attempt, and I think no one can
deny that--to bring this great question
of federation into the arena of party
politics. In fact the member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson), if he is reported
correctly in one of this morning's papers,
and if he is not I shall of course at
once withdraw the statement, said at
Geraldton, a day or two ago, that federa-
tion was a, party question.

MR. WILSON: No; most decidedly I
did not say that.

THE PREMIER: Then the hon. mei-
her is wrongly reported in this morning's
paper, where that Statement is made. It
seemed to me that the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake), on the other hand,
said at the same meeting that it was not
a party question.

Mn. LEASE: I think what was Said
was that the Government had made it a
party question.

THE PREMIER : Well, the hon.
member was incorrectly reported, so I
will withdraw that statement ; but there
canu be no doubt that the general feeling
on the part of the Opposition is that this
question should not be made a part '
question ;and that is -also the feeling on
this side of the Rouse. I have four
colleagues in this House, and they will
atssure you, and bear me out in saying,
that I have scarcely ever spoken to them
on the subject of federation, except to
say that it was a matter on which
they should judge for themselves. We
have never made it a party question, and
we have never made it even a Government
qnestion. We have always understood
that it was not to be so made: and in
this respect we followed the example of
all the other colonies, as far as I know.
There have been times in the other colo-
nies when those Governments have made
federation a question on which they
staked their existence ;but they have
never made it a party question, and
the fact that we found Mr. Reid in New
South Wales supported by the leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Barton), all through
the recent federal campaign, is surely
evidence that party politics were not
allowed in New South Wales to intrude
into this great question of federa-
tion.

MR. LEASE: Yes; but you do not even
let it become a public question.

THx PREMIER: It has been said by
bon. members who desire that this Bill
shall go to the people, that this Bill and
no other Bill should at once be sent to
the people.

MR. OLDHAM: It is your Bill.
THE PREMIER: I do not know that

the hon. member is quite accurate in
that statement. I certainly was one of
a bout sixty or seventy who took part in
framing that Bill. If the hon. member
will take the trouble to loot at the reports
of those Conventions, he will find that
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on nearl *y all the important points T was
in the minority.

MR. OLDHAM: Yes, but you were one
of five with the other Premiers.

THE PREMIER: I was in a minority
there also.

MR. OLnHAM: You signed your name
to the amended Bill, at any rate.

THE PREMIER : Well, P' did ; I
admit that.

Mn. JAmEs: Do not go back on your
"pals.,,

THE PREMIER: I am not going
back; but Iwill have something to say
presently which will make you go back a
bit. The two hion. members opposite
(Mr. Leake and Mr. Wilson) have just
returned from a trip to Geraldton, where
they have been supporting a gentleman
who is a great federationist ; who also
has been a member of this House, and
hopes to be a member again. They
went to support that gentleman, who is
an ardent federationist-about the same
kind of federationist, .1 think, as the
member for East Perthi (Mr. James).
When that gentleman (Mr. Simpson)
camne before the electors of Geraldton, be
seemed to be not so much in favour of
the present Bill as he had formerly ex-
pressed himself. I thought of him, and
many others uo doubt did, as being in
favour of it; but he, who is probably
one of the greatest federationists in the
colony-as I said a moment ago, exactly
like the member for East Perth-for-
mulated a plan and placed it before the
electors, and in this, at any rate, he
received the most cordial support of
the two lion, members opposite (Mr.
Leake and Mr. Wilson), who travelled
all the way to Geraldton to support him.
He said the matter should be sent to the
people now on the abstract question
whether we should federate at all ; that
-after their decision there should be a
(lissolution of Parliament, succeeded, of
course, by a general election ; that, after
this, a new Bill should be formulated
suitable to the requirements of this
colony-we were to try our band at
making a Federal Bill, in fact; lastly,
and after all these steps, we were to have
another referendum. But it seems to we
that if the candidate wished to mystify
the people of (ieraldton as to what he
intended, or what were his wishes with
regard to federation, lie could not have

gone a better way about it than by placing
these proposals before them. I wonder
when hie would have got the last refer-
endum. First of all there was, I repeat,
to be a referendum ; then a general elec-
tion; then a new Bill, suitable to the
interests of the colony; and, lastly,
another referendum. I would like to ask
the two hion. members opposite (Mr.
Leake and Mr. Wilson), are they in accord
with that hion. member who, we know,
has been their Mentor for many a day ?
Are they in accord with the vie"wsexpressed by him at Geraldton? The
member for Albany has asked me a good
many questions, very pointed ones, when
he got the chance; and now I ask him
this question:t Is he in favour of this
programme put forward by our friend,
the late member for GentldtonP

MR. LEAICE: I have recorded my vote
in favour of Mr. Simpson.

THE PREMIER: Well, I take it the
hion. member is in favour of this pro-
granmme, though I do not mean to say
that follows. I only wish to point ouit
how soon a man changes his views, when
he goes before his electors and finds their
opinions are not in accord with those
which he has expressed. I expect to fiad
the member for East Perth with a pro-
gramme of this sort, if he happens to go
to East Perth: a referendum on the
abstract question, firstly; then a dissolu-
tiou, then a general el(etion, then a new
Bill altogether on our ownu account, and
finally another referendum !

MR. JAxEs: Whiat about the somer-
sault on the Redistribution of Seats
Bill?

THE PREMIER: The candidate (Mr.
Simpson) was very much in favour of this
Bill, and of the great Australian federa-
tion-a great nation, one people, one
destiny; but at Geraldton he seems to
have turned a somersault, and he has
told the people there that the financial
clauses are defective.

Ma. OLDHAM: That is what you say.
THE PREMIER: I am not stating

what I say, but am talking about what
other people say at this moment. Mr.
Simpson said the financial clauses were
defective. A great change seems to have
come over the dream of that gentleman,
and I should not be at all surprised if a
great change also came over the views of
the member for East Perth. People who
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get so enthusiastic and go away into the
clouds, like the member for East Perth,
caninot generally stick to their guns when
opposition comes. There is no doubt
that in the Conventions which we attended
in Adelaide, Sydney, and Melbourne, we
were over-weighted ; for we had not men
of the same experience in public life, the
Same knowledge of the subject, as most
of the other colonies. I am not gigto
shirk the saying of what I think becuse
it is rather unpleasant to say it, and I
assert that I am afraid many delegates
who went from this colony did not realise
sufficiently the great responsibility that
rested on them.

Several MEMBER$: Hear, hear.
THE PREMIER: It was, however,

thoroughly understood before we went
that the conclusions arrived at would not
be binding upon this Parliament. If
any one will take the trouble to look at
the Enabling Act under which delegates
were appointed here, he will see it dlearly
says that the results of the Convention
were to be submitted to Parliament, and,
if approved by Parliament, the Bill wa
to be submitted to the electors.

Mu. OLDHAM: It was the same in the
other colonies.

THE PREMIER: It was more dis-
tinctly stated in our case than in the
others. Our Act said, "1if approved by
Parliament," showing that the House
here was very explicit with regard to that;
and I am sure it never entered the minds
of many of the delegates who were pre-
sent at the Conventions that the delibera-
tions of those Conventions were to be
final, or in any waylbinding upon the Par-
liament of this coumtry. We knew very
well-at least I knew, and I have no
doubt every other delegate knew-that
the Bill we were sent there to assist in
framing was to be Submitted for approval
to the Parliament of the colony. The
member for East Perth (Mr. James) has
griven us a good long speech this evening;
1)ut for the life of me I do not re-
mnember what hie said, and I do not be-
lieve any one else can. He Spoke a lot,
but it was in generalities. He did not
come to facts. He talked about sending
the Bill to the people, and of his great
belief in the Bill; but he did not go into
detail in regard to the measure.

ME, JAMES: I said it was not the pro-
per time now to do that.

THE PREMIER: When the bon.
memnber had an opportunity, which per-
haps he will never again have in his life,
of serving this country in those three Con-
ventions ini Adelaide, Sydney, and Mel-
bourne, he did not take a scintilla of the
interest be has now exhibited in federa-
tion. He sat there for four months-at
any rate, he ought to have sat there, but
I should not say he did, for I think be
was in his place only a very little time--
and he spoke three times. I say this from
memory, and if I am wrong the lion meni -
ber will correct me.

Mn. JAMES: I spoke only twice; go,
there 1

THE PREMIER: Twice! Welt, I
think- he has spoken two hundred times
in Forth. He says he spoke only twice
at the Conventions, but I gave Win. credit
'for three times.

Mu. JAMES: How muany timues did you
speak ?

THE PREMIER: A hundred, I be-
lieve.

MI. JAMES: Ninety-nine times too
many.

THE PREMIER: I did my best, and I
do not think you did your best.

MR. JAMEsi: I kept Silence, so Chat I
could hear better men, which you ought
to have done.

Tan PREMIER: You never helped,
aind never expressed an opinion in Mel-
bourne, ait the last Convention, as to
whether the Bill was Suitable to this
colony or not. In Sydney you did. You
made7 a speech which the member for
Northam (Hon. G). Throssell) might have
made.

Mn. JAmLs: W'hy did you not back it
uip.P

THE PREMIER: Because I did not
wanlt to.

MR. JAMES: There was too much of
you and Hackett about the Convention.

Tnxr PREMIER: Supposing I did not
back it up, that is no reason why von
should go away from your colours.

Mu. JAMES: I did not go away from
them.

THE PREMIER: Why did you go
away from that speech ? You would like
to forget it; but plain type brings it back
before you, and shows how inconsistent
your action was afterwards.

Mu. JAMES: What about the reso-
lutions at the Premiers' Conference ?
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Ma. WILSON (to the Premier): Have
you not hauled down your colours ?

THE PREMIER: I would like to know
when the member for East Perth arrived
at the views he expresses so definitely.

Mn. JAMES: Ever since I went to the
Convention.

THE PREMIER: If you had only
given a little better assistance to me and
others who were trying to do their best
at that time, it would have been much
more to your credit than it was to go to
that Convention in Melbqurne and be
away from it nearly the whole time,
shirking the divisions, and taking no
part in the debates. Certainly, it was a
picnic for you.

MR, JAMES:. You got all your views
from Mr. Hackett.

Tias PREMIER: I am going to tell
the truth.

MR. JAMEs: I admit you are trying to,
but you are not doing so.

THE PREMIER: 'Were von there
often ?

MR. JAMES: Very often. I was pre-
sent at every important division.

THE PREMIER: On that great occa-
sion, when the hon. member had all those
opportunities of placing before the mnem-
bers. of the Convention his opinions, and
trying to do his best for this country, he
did nothing, and I am glad now to have
the opportunity of telling him so.

MR. JAMES: What did you doP
THn PREMIER: I did my best.
M. OLDHEAi: You made a mess of

it.
THE PREMIER: I was there every

day, and I do not think I missed one
division-indeed, I am sure I did not
miss a division; and I was there continu-
ally trying to do my best, which yot'
(Mr. James) certainly were not.

MR. LEAKE: -Oh, yes.
THE PREMIER: No. I am Sorry to

speak of the hon. member in this way,
because I admit he generally is very
plausible, and I am sure he desires to be
courteous to every one; but I am not
going to let him sail under false colours.
I am going to point out that, when he
had the opportunity of fighting for this
colony and assisting those who were sent
there, he failed in his duty, in niy
opinion.

Mn. JAMES: I was the only one to do
it in Sydney, and you cannot deny it.

THE PREMIER: You made one
speech, and you. have altogether deserted
that speech.

Mn. JAurs: I stood up for the country.
We will see what you did, when 1 get the
chance.

THE PREMIER: I am afraid that a
little political notoriety seems to be more
important to him. than looking after the
interests of this country.
M. JATES : I am not so fond of

chicken and champagne as you.
TUE PREMIER: That was all very

well, and not so bad either.
Mn. JAMES: But the country has to

pay for it; that is the worst of it.
Tanu PREMIM -: I think I had better

leave the hon. member alone now: I have
said enough with regard to him. I only
hope he will remember these things.

Ma. JAMES: I do not forget the
position.
TEE PREMIER: I think you have

forgotten a good deal, or else you would
not have left me to remember it. I very
much regret having had to take this course
with regard to the lhon, member's action
in relation to the Convention ; but I say
deliberately, without any fear, that he
neglected his duty.

MR. LnAxn : It is not fair.
Mn. JAMES:- Assuming I did, how does

that affect the question before the House?
It is a cowardly attack.

Tan PREMIER:- But it is true.
MR. Jmns: I will have my say about

you afterwards.
Tanr PREMIER:- I leave the hon.

member to do what he likes. He cannot
say anything about me. He kno-ws I tried
to do my duty.
M. J~AMES: I have made you squirm

many a time, and I will do it again.
Tim PREMIER: I think when the

hon. member goes again as a delegate he
will be more regardful, perhaps, of the
interests he is sent to serve. There is a
matter which has already been pointed
out by the member for East Coolgardie.
If we are to amend this Bill-and there
is not the slightest doubt the Ho-use has
complete power to do it-what will be
the use of submitting it to the vote of the
people, unless we have the concurrence of
the other colonies in the amendments we
desire to make? It seems to me that, if
we were to amend the Bill in a way the
other colonies would not acquiesce in, it
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would only, be a waste of timne and a loss
of energy in submitting it to the vote of
the people, or in fact to the vote of any -
one else. If this Bill is not such as
Parliament can approve of, there can be
no doubt whatever that this House and
the other place will say so. It is not for
a moment to be supposed that the Bill,
f or thue first time presented in its present
shape before the Parliament of the
country, is to be swallowed holus-holus,
unless a majority of this House approve
of it. If the members of this House
were to accept the Bill, simply because it
had been passed by legslators in the
other colonies, assisted by members here
and contrary to their owhi judgment, they
would be altogether abrogating the func-
tions of Parliament, and acting disloyally
to the people who sent them here.

Mn. ILLDTGwoETH:. Did you not
pledge yourself to bring the Bill before
Parliament ?

THfE PREMIER: You can read for
yourself what I said, and you can under-
stand English as well as I can. It was
never intended, and never could have been
intended -nothing so foolish could have
ever been supposed that this Bill was to be
binding on this Parliament.

MnR. IJEAME: No one has ever contended
that.

Tan: PREMIER: That is all right. I
am speaking now as one who desires to
uphold the rights of this Parliament.
This House has absolute power to pass
the Bill and send it to the people, or it
has the right to send the Bill to the
people with amendments; but if the
House sends the Bill to the people with
amendmients, we must bear in mind that,
if the amendments are not acquiesced in
by the other Parliaments, our work will
have been of no avail. Once having passed
the amendments, it might be an induce-
ment for the other Parliaments to accept
them. If this House, in its judgment, is of
opinion that this Bill with amendments is
likely to be acquiesced in after we pass
this Bill with these amendments, that
may be a. very good lever to induce the
other colonies to ask the Imperial Parlia-
mient to make provision in the Imperial
Enabling Act to make special conditions
for Western Australia. That is quite
possible, and if the securities were not too
great, or the alterations wvere not too
many, I think it would not be too unrea-

sonable to expect, so long as the alterations
would not unduly interfere with the Bill
as it affected other places, and we only
altered it so as to affect ourselves,
that there would be a disposition to
acquiesce if it were possible for them to
do so. Therefore, there would be a
disposition to get Western Australia into
the federation. I told Mr. Reid that
the glory of federation would be greatly
marred, and a great part of the work
would be left undone, if one-third of
Australia were not included in federated
Australia. If this House amended the
Bill, the amendments would have to be
submitted to the Parliament of each of
the other colonies, and it might be seen
that as these amendments would not in-
terfere with the colonies, and would only
affect us, if the other colonies did not
agree to the amendments, then this
colony might stop out of federation
altogether; therefore, perhaps the other
colonies would be in a worse position, not
having the whole of Australia federated,
and there would be a disposition on the
part of the other colonies to try and meet
our wishes as far as possible, especially
if our desires wore well. grounded,
reasonable, and proved to be of aL very
important and urgent character.

Mn. VosPn:: Would it not be better
to put the amendments definitely before
the people?

THEs PREMIER:- That might be done,
but if it were done, probably it would be
irrevocable, and we could not amend the
Connnwealth Bill at al. Probably the
other colonies might be willing to accept
somne of our amendments and not all.
Supposing this House amended the
Commonwealth. Bill, we might get nearly
all our amien dments, whereas if there wa~s
a confirmation of the amendments by the
people, there might be a difficulty in
altering the Bill; but that is a detail
which we can consider. Th order that
the Bill should be in the hands of hon.
members I am having it prepared; and I
am only waiting for the Bills from
Queensland and Victoria, to see the shape
in which those Bills were placed before the
Parliaments in those colonies, before
submitting the Bill here. I have the
Bill from New South Wales, and the
other Bills will be here on Monday. As
soon as I receive them, a Bill will be laid
on the table of the Rouse in the shape in
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which it was amended at the Conference
of Premiers, and I will before that time,
during this week I hope, place some
papers on the table with regard to the
financial position of Western Australia.
uender the Bill, from our Government
Actuary, who is making an exhaustive
inquiry as to how this colony will be
affected by the Bill. I believe these
papers are with the printer now, and if
that is so, perhaps to-morrow or the next
day, at any rate as soon as I get them, I will
be able to place these facts before hion.
members. Also I have some further
information from New South Wales,
from the Actuary there, but I am not in
a position yet to place it on the table
for the information of lion, members,
because I have not obtained consent to
do so. As soon as the Bill is in print,
which will be in a few days, it will
be placed by me on the table of the
House, and it will then be competent for
Parliament to deal with it. Mfy idea is
that as soon as the Bill is on the table
the best course to pursue, and one that
ought to give general satisfaction and
would most likely lead to satisfactory
results, would be to refer the Bill to a
Joint Select Conunittee of both Houses
of Parliament. The selection of members
would be a matter of arrangement. Of
course the members could be balloted
for, but we would he able to select the
best men for this particular work, because
it is a non-party matter and we should
be enabled to select those who know most
about the measure, and those who are
likely to take an interest in or have
qualifications for investigating- the finan-
cial clauses. That is the principal matter
we have to consider, whether the financial
clauses are satisfactory to us, or will
bring disaster upon us. Of course there
are other questions, such as intercommu-
nication between this and the other
colonies, and the alteration of some
clauses prohibiting railways from being
built through another colony.

MR. VospER: And the control of our
own railways.

THE PREMIER: Yes, there is the
question dealt with in Clause 97, as to
the control of our own railways. These
are questions I think we could deal with
almost in our own House, but they are
matters which can be dealt with by the
committee. I think it would be better

to defer the discussion of the Bill until
we get the report of the Joint Committee.
I do not think the committee would take
long, and I am quite willing the time
should be limited, say Dot to exceed the
first week in September, for bringing up
the report. This is an idea which occurs
to me, but I am not particularly wedded
to it, and I am willing to fall in with the
views of hion. members in regard to the
matter. All of us must admoit that the
question of federation has been discussed
less by the people of this colony than by
those of any other colony. In the other
colonies the people have been talkin~g
about federation for years past. In New
South Wales the question has been dis-
cussed at several general elections; but in
this colony the people have not had the
matter brought home to them, and con-
clusions may be founded on sell -interests
that may be disputed if the . matter is
thoroughly understood. I do not see any
better way of educating the people than
by publishing the views of responsible
persons, actuaries and others, especially
the report of a Joint Select Coimnitte
of Parliament. I think we should lie
taking a course that would meet with
public approval, in doing this. I am of
opinion that before this matter is sent to
the people the Bill should be perfectly
understood. We know the difficulties
that all of uts have had in understand-
ing this question. Every day we see
light where there was darkness before,
and those who have studied the Bill
over and over again every day, come to
the knowledge that they see things
differently from what they saw before.
If that is the case with uts, how much
store so must it be with the ordinary
voter; and the only way is to give him an
opportunity of understanding the subject
by placing matters before him in as short
a way its possible. That is the best course
to pursue. If this falls in with the views
of lion. members, I shall be willing to
carry out the plan. We wvant more light
on the question, and lion, members in
this Rouse, and others taking an interest
in the matter, if they can suggest any
means of bringing the matter before the
public, their suggestions wvill have my
best attention. With all the knuowledge
I have of the Bill, having heard it dis-
cussed at four Conventions now, I ought
to know a little about it if I am not
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quick at grasping matters ; still there are
many parts of the Bill which give me
difficulty, especially the financial clauses,
because I see clearly that this colony can-
not afford to lose a lot of money. It is
easy to say, as the hon. member for East
Perth (Mr. James) said, that we will not
lose much, or that we shall not lose even-
tually. The impression in my mind is that
he said we might lose in the beginning, but
there would be no permanent loss. We
cannot affoi-d to lose at the beginnin'g.
We want all we have got, to do justice to
the requirements of the colony. I know
the views of some hon. members are that
the ]Bill is everything that we could
desire. I think that is going too far.
The hon. member for East Perth never
tells us of any defects he sees in the Bill ;
and, apparently, he sees nothing but good
in the measure. But there are diffi-
culties; and there is not a single actuary
in all Australia who, riting on the
subject, has not pointed out great
difficulties in regard to Western Australia.
That was admitted at all the Conventions,
where we were told that this colony had an
abnormal condition of affairs, and that it
was really no use trying to deal with
Western Australia on the same terms as
with the other colonies. On this point I
remember Sir Philip Pysh, during one
of the debates, saying " Of course
Western Australia cannot join federation,
we know; her conditions are so ab-
normnal"; and when all the statists and
financiers say the same thing, there must
be some truth in the statement, and it
cannot be all plain sailing in regard to
the requirements of this colony. The
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) is
another gentleman who, I believe, regards
the Bill as perfect; at any rate, he never
says anything about the defects in the
Bill. When I was trying my best in
Melbourne to get term for this colony,
and pointing out the difficulties we were
mn, the member for Al1bany did not agree
with me, but said this colony was so rich
that we could afford to lose something,
and that no special terms were required.
The proposal then before the Convention
on this point-not the proposal which
subsequently found a place in the Bill-
was that a certain amount of revenue from
customs should be guaranteed this colony.
When I said I did not want Western
Australia to be specially named, although

this colony would, no doubt, get the
benefit of such a proposal, and that the
clause ought to apply to any colony
which might be in a similar position.
what I meant was that any colony
so circumstanced should have a. certain
revenue from customs guaranteed. But
the -member for Albany did not agree
-with me, and urged that the proposal was
conceived in generosity, and ought to be
accepted with gratitude. That was the
way the hon. member acted, although the
Bill had been framed by the other
colonies to suit their own requirements,
and in nearly all the divisions on im-
portant clauses the voting had gone
against my proposals; and, in spite of
these defeats in the Convention, the hon.
member would have had me return to
Western Australia and say that every-
thing was as it ought to be. My own
opinion is that the Bill needs closely
looking into, because there are a lot of
blots in the measure, and I am very
much afraid that the financial clauses
will require amendment before we can
safely accept them.

MR. LEAKS: Our finances have under-
gone a. change since then.

Ttrs PREMIER: The hon. member is
quite right there.

MR. LEAKE: And that makes a
difference.

TaEPREMIER: I knew more about
the finances of the country than the hon.
mnembher did at that time, and was in a
better position to deal with the question.
There is no doubt that the finances then
were-

A MEMrBER: Buoyant.
THE PREMIER: They were in a

better condition than now, though not in
such a good condition as they had been:
they were declining, and I knew it. The
financial condition of this colony was one
which gave me anxiety at the time, but
that condition might not have been
known to the hon. member, who, while
doing his best for the colony, said we
were so rich that we could afford to lose,
and give to other colonies not so well
circumstanced.

MR. LEAKS: That was rather by way
of argument, I think.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member
and myself were then in the same boat.

MR. VosnER: But pulling in different
directions.
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THE PREMIER: Yes. Thiehon. mem-
ber was good enough to say then that,
because we were divided in opinion in
Western Australia, there was no reason
why we should be divided at the Conven-
tion ; and his opinion was that the pro-
posal should be accepted with gratitude.
An alteration was made, however, and
the scheme drawn as now was put in
the Bill. And even on that point I did
not know until very recently that the
duties had to be reinmposed - wh ich
would be a6 difficult operation-but atl-
ways thought the present tariff would go
o, bcaus epeaemr nlndt
leaveduties a they a rather than re.
impose them. I do not know wheth3er
this is a point which occurred to the
member for Albany, but myt' idea was
that our p~resent tariff would remain for
five years utnder the Bill. Now, however,
we find that is not the case. I do
not think I need say anything more.
If the views I have expressed meet
with approval, in a very few days
I will put the Bill on the table and
move that it be referred to a, Select
Committee of both Houses, and it will be
our duty to select as' members of that
committee men who will best deal with
the important financial clauses of the
Bill . As to the other parts of the
measure, they are not complicated, and
the House as a whole can dteal with them
without reference to a committee. The
question of an intercolornial railway and
that of federal railways through a State,
and even the question of the control of
the railways, might be dealt with by the
House with the aid of the leader of the
Opposition, who has legal knowledge.
The question of finance, however, is a
different matter, and requires very close
and serious attention.

MR. LEAKE: Are you referring to the
draft Commonwealth Bill or the Enabling
Bill ?

THE PREMIER: The Commonwealth
Bill will be one of the schedules to the
Enabling Bill, which will be in the same
shape, or almost in the same shape,
as the New South Wales Bill. The ques-
tion of how the vote shall be taken will
have to be considered; whether it
shall be on adult suffrage or confined to
olen.

MR. VosERn: It may be voted on by
all the men of the colony.

THE PREMIER: The member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) is
quite right. We can take any course we
like onl this point, and need not refer at
all to the electoral roll. The Enabling
Bill can provide that every, man and
woman in the colony shall have a vote.

MR. LEAKE: We will render you every
assistance from this side of the House in
discussing the Enabling Bill.

THE PREMIER: The Enabling Bill
is a very short aiid simple one.

Ms. VosnnR: It is anl important one.
THE PREMIER: The terms may be

i important, but what I suggest is that
Ibefore we discuss the Bill we should
appoint the Select Committee I have men-
tioned, and if hon. members agree with
me, the House could go on with other
important business while the committee

Iwere considering the federal measure,
Iand so no delay be caused. That is all I
desire to say at present. We have a
great deal of work before us. All the
promised Bills-which seem to meet with
so much approval from hon. members,
but in regard to which some think the
Government are only making a show and
are not serious-wvill, with very few
exceptions, be laid on the table shortly.
ThPlere is no legislation promised that has
not received attention, and almost every
Bill mentioned in the Speech is in print

Iand has been revised several times. We
have commenced a new session, which
will be the last one of this Parliament,
because the Redistribution of Seats Bill
will result in a general election; and it will
be just ats well if we pass as many
good Bills as possible during the next
few months. We have had ai trial of
strength already and we may have an-

-other before the close of the session; and
I do not regret this trial of strength at
the commencement, because it shows that
the Government have a very good major-
ity, a majority whichi I do not think will
be much lessened during the session.
Probably the trial of strength will do a
great deal of good in clearing the air, and
although it has possibly caused some
delay now, it may really prove a saving

*of time in the end.
Mn. LE*Ks: The Opposition have got

what they demanded.
THE PREMIER: I an' very glad to

hear that.
MR. LEASE: Then wve are all pleased.
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THE PREMIER:- My own desire is to
work most amicably with the Opposition,
and to assist them with measures they
may desire. We have had one fightL and
we may have another; hut, the fighting
over, we can combine and work together
for the good of the country. Oar duty
in dealing with the federal ques ion is to
consider this colony first: in that I quite
agree with the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran). This is the home
of most of us, and those who may not
have been here long will, the majority of
them, spend their lives here. No doubt
people do come here with the idea of only
staying awhile and then returning to their
homes elsewhere; but how many do re-
turn? Not one in a thousand; and in
this they are like the early colonists who
came out from England with the idea of
returning home in a few years, but really
made their permanent home here. There
will be good fortune I hope for most of
the people who have come to this colony,
which is a. colony with great possibilities
before it. The old colonists here who have
succeeded have been the architects of their
own fortunes, and now we are all trying to
do the best we can for ourselves and the
colony. We are all, I ami sure, deter-
mined to protect the interests of Western
Australia, while at the same time desirous
of helping forward federation. Mlost of
us have looked forward all our lives to a
tuion of the Australian colonies, and I
should be very sorry indeed, whether I
look at the question from a personal
standpoint or fromi a political standpoint,
if this should prove the only colony left
out of the great movement. Yet I owe
a greater debt to Western Australia than
to the rest of Australia; and I can say
I love Western Australia better than I.
do any other part of the world, and I am
not going to sacrifice her interests for the
sake of sentiment. I must be assured
that federation is to the interests of this
colony before wve join, and that we are
not going to lose much. I do not care
whether under federation we make much
or little, and I do not want it shown that
federation will pay us, but I do want it
shown that we shall1 not lose by union,
and if I amn shown that I shal] be satis-
fied. There is not a single other colony
in A ustralia which does not hope to make
a good deal out of federation. South
Australia is longing for free markets for

her wine and corn, and all kinds of
agricultural produce, because producers
there can more than supply the wants of
their own people. The duties in Victoria
restrict the mark et there, and South Aus -
tralian wine is almost prohibited from the
other colonies, even from New South
Wales where free-trade does not apply to
wvine, which is the article South Australia
is most desirous of a market for. In fact,
South Australia is languishing for want
of free markets, and it would be a great
help to her to be federated, with inter-
colonial free-trade. The same remarks
apply to Victoria, where industries are
languishing and everything, including
labour, is cheap. Some stone-cutters told
me the other day that men of their trade
in Victoria were receiving just half the
wage paid in Western Austr-alia; and
they stated-I have no doubt they are all
free-traders, too-that twenty percent. was
not a high enough duty, with the freight
added, to enable them to compete here
with what they termed the cheap labour
of Victoria. Well, that is the state of
affairs. in Victoria. Wages are low, and
manufactures ar languishing. The Vic-
torian people want free markets all over
Australia, not only for their manfac-
tures, but also for their other products,
their wine and corn, for all those things
which that colony can so -well Produlce.
And then we have New South Wales.
The farmers of New South Wales have
been for a number of years nder a great
disability, in that they have to pay duty
on everything they send to Victoria, while
Victoria can send its prodUCts free into
New South Wales. Is it a, strange thing
that the people of Biverina and other
parts of New South Wales should desire
federation, so that they may send their
cattle and other products into Victoria
free of duty? Th'eir produce when sent
to Victoria, is taxed, while the Victorian
produce enters New South Wales free,

Mx. Vosnna: They comprised three-
fourths of the New South Wales majority
in favour of federation.

Tan PREMIER: Can you wonder at
it? It does not require thinking out.
Their material interests were at stake.
In Victoria there is, a. tax of a shilling on
every imported s~heep: the Riverina people
do not want to pay that shilling. Who
would not vote for federation if, by so
doing, he could send his bullocks and
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his sheep into a place where hitherto he
had been handicapped by heavy import
duties for years and years past? The
taxation is not mutual. The people of
Victoria can send their stock, or anything
else they can produce, into Riverina.
without payin a penny in border duties,

MR. MORAN:- An Queesland will get
its suga r free into the other colonies.

THE PREMIER : 'Undoubtedly. Its
sugar and its cattle can be sent to other
colonies free of duty, and besides Queens-
land can row almost everything it re-
quires for home consumption. Hon.
members must have read the other day
of a communication I had from the Pre-.
mier of Queensland, who asked that we
should put a duty to the extent of £5 a
ton on all sugar imported from places
other than the Australian colonies. We
who have admitted sugar free for years
are asked to put a duty on sugar imported
from Europe, or from anywhere else but
the colonies of Australia.

MR. JAxuEs:- That is bounty-fed sugar.
Tins PREMIER: It does not matter

whether it is bouLnty-fed or not, the people
of this country get it cheap, and want it
cheap; but we are asked to put a duty on,
in ohider that Queensland may sell her
sugar at a higher price. Well, that will
happen under federation, as proposed in
the Bill.

MR. VOSPER: Another paint is that
there are 70 pounds of sugar in every
hogshead of beer.

THE PREMIER: It is the same all
over Australia. Take Tasmania, which
is overstocked with produce for which
it has no outlet. Its natural market.
Victoria, is protected by almost prohibitive
duties. 'Under federaition those duties
will be removed, and Tasmania will be
able to send its fruit and other products
free into Victoria. Those are the reasons
which have actuated men of British
lineage in deciding this great question;
but, as I said many times in those Con-
ventions, while we were all willing to
believe in one flag and one destiny, and
to take part in the founding of a nation,
the desire for free markets, and for oppor-
tunities of selling produce, was greater in
the minds of the people of Australia than
their desire for nationhood; and I say it
here too. I say that the desire to look
after our own material interests in this
colony should be greater, and is greater

if it can be brought home to us, than any
sentimental consideration. You may
depend upon it that we are not, goig to
ruin ourselves for sentiment: it wil not
do, and I savy that feeling obtains all over
Australia. f am willing to give the other
colonies credit for fine ideas and senti-

Imental notions, and for a6 desire to be a
great nation, and. to be the chief power
controlling these southern seas-I am
willing to give them credit for that idea;
but we will not let that idea control us to
the extent of ruining ourselves; and you
may depend upon it that in Victoria and
in N~ew South Wales-I am positive of it
as regards those two colonies-the great

I lever which is sending them forward to
federation is the knowledge that they are
going to make some money out of it, and
to do well out of it; and that being so,
are we to be different ? Axe we to
accept this Bill without looking at it,
because they framed it to suit themselvesP
It may be said that I framed it too.
Well, I takre some part of the responsi-.
bility, but I was only one. There were
only at few of us there from Western
Australia, and the others were all united.
The interests of the other colonies were
nearly identical. Personally, I think Vic-
toria and South Australia have the best
of the bargain as between the other
colonies; for I think it will be found that,
instead of losing, those two colonies will
gain considerably. As to whether New
South Wales will gain, I am not so
certain--I very much question whether
she will; and in regard to Queensland, I
think federation ought to suit her as well
as any other colony in Australia, for
although her manufactures are behind-
hand, still she has all the elements that
make a great country. Still, I do not
think that, with the exception of her
sugar, she has many products which she
wishes to get into the other colonies free.
I really think that she is able to stand
by herself without assistance from any
other colony. I only hope that we will
settle down to this question, and look at
it not altogether apart from sentiment,
but from a business point of view; and
I feel quite sure, from the temper of this
House and the tone of the speeches we
have listened to to-night, that there is a
good feeling in this Chamber; that we
may rely on it this Bill will be sifted,
that even for the sake of our senti-
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mental ideas we will not lose sight of
our material interests, and that our main
object will be, whatever the result, whom-
soever we offend, whether we go out of
this House and never set foot inside of
the Legislative Cbamber of this colony
again we will nevertheless be true enough
and loyal enough to this country, which
is our home, and which we all love so
well-we will be so true and so loyal to
our country that, at wvhatever sacrifice
to ourselves, we win stand by and do
our duty to the people of this colony.
[General applause.]

Question-that the Address-in-Reply
be adopted-put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-24 p.m.,

until the next dlay.

Xtgiutatibe Asstmblu.
Wednesday, 12th July, 1899.

Mesn"eAprortionstorBhill (3) -Paper Presented-
pPreseutation-Q,.oshon: Over-

head Bridge, OPremte-uestion: Railny, Run-
ning; Sheds, East Perth- erth MistAmnett
Bill, Trust Investment Amendment Bill, firut rend-
jugs-Return; Embezzlement by Government Bu.

pl1y0e; motion withdrawn-Return :Crimes Corn.
.it=ednd Perpetrators Unpunished; motion
V 6 ed Motion (notice) withdrawn,- Referenum -

tin:Women's Franchise, to altt M;Thio-
petition; Right of Way, est Perth ; Division-
Adjournment.

Thre DEPUTY SPEAKER t,,ok the
Chair at 4.30 o'clock. p.m.

PRAYERS.

MESlSAGE -APPROP RIATIONS FOR
HILLS (3).

A Message from the Governor was pre-
sented by the PxRxniE, and read, recomn-
mending that appropriations be made out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund for

the purposes of the following Bills:-
IAn Act to amend the Perth Mint Act,

1895; 2, An Act to impose Duties in re-
spedt of Dividends; 3, An Act to provide
for the Improvement of Rural Lands.
and for other purposes.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the PREMIER: Federation Resolu-
tions passed by public meeting at Boulder.

Ordered to lie onl the table.

ADDEESS-IN-REPLY-PRESENTATION.

At twenty minuttes to five o'clock the
DEPUTY SPEAKER, accompanied by lion.
members, proceeded to Government House
to present the Address-in-Reply to the
opening Speech of His Excellency; and,
having returned,

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER reported
that His Excellenu y had been pleased to
reply as follows:

MRt. DEPTY SPEAKER AND CZTswmMEs OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

I receive with pleasure the renewed assur-
ance of your loyalty and devotion to our Most
Gracious Sovereign

I thank you for the Address in reply to my
opening Speech, and for the Assurance that
your most careful consideration wvill be given
to the important matters referred to therein.
and also to al] other matters that may be sub-
wnitted to you, mnd that it will be your earnest
endeavour to so deal with them that your
labours, may result in the permanent advance-
went and prosperity of the Colony.

Government House, Perth, 12th July, 1899.

QUESTION -OVERHEAD BRIDGE,
FREMIANTLE.

MR. HIGHAM asked the Commissioner
of Railwa,ys, When the overhead bridge
from Bay Street to South Quay, Fre-
mantle, will be constructed.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied, that
the plans had been submitted to the Fre-
mantle Town Council, and so soon as the
details had been approved, and funds
provided, the work would be carried out.

QUESTION-RAILWAY RUNNING
SHEDS, EAST PERTH.

Mn. JAMES asked the Commissioner
of Railway's, Whether the Government
intend to erect running sheds on the land
resumed in East Perth; and, if so, when ?


